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WHY IMPERIAL

WELCOME TO IMPERIAL
When I arrived at Imperial as a Physics student,
I was motivated by the idea of learning great
science in a great city. That was indeed my
experience – enhanced by many other new
opportunities that shaped my life, including
the friends I made here and people I met with
whom I’m still connected.
Today, Imperial has that same special environment – a unique
combination of world-leading research, life-changing teaching and
an entrepreneurial mindset. All this in the heart of one of the world’s
most globally diverse cities.
Each year, we welcome to our community some of the brightest, most
intellectually passionate and thoughtful people from many different
backgrounds, nations and places. They too become part of our
210,000-strong global alumni network.
Together, we’re working towards building a better world by making
our societies smarter, healthier, more sustainable and more resilient.

Imperial College London is a global
top 10 university and is unique in the
UK for its specialist focus on science,
engineering, medicine and business.
As a postgraduate student here, you’ll share in
the excitement of discovery with our world-class
researchers who you’ll learn from and alongside.
You’ll be able to tap into fresh thinking from your
peers who represent some of the most talented
minds from across the world.
You will gain a breadth of skills to enhance your
employability and transform your career prospects
as you prepare for your next steps.
And you’ll be immersed in the creative energy
of London – an iconic doorway to global business
connections and a welcome home for people
from all over the world.

We would be delighted to have you join us in this mission.
Professor Ian Walmsley FRS
Provost, Imperial College London

TOP 10 GLOBAL UNIVERSITY
QS World University Rankings 2022
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AN EDUCATION FOR
AN EVOLVING WORLD
This era of rapid change means that more than
ever before, you may be required to apply what
you learn in industries undergoing massive
innovation or even to professional careers that
don’t yet exist. Our postgraduate education is
perfect preparation for this. Combining a solid
research base with a real-world focus, we’ll equip
you with the skills you need to become a global
leader in an ever-evolving world.

A RESEARCH-LED APPROACH

One of the most distinctive elements of an
Imperial education is that you join a community
of world-class researchers. You will be immersed
in an environment of discovery, seeking solutions
to society’s biggest challenges and gaining skills
as an independent learner that will serve you long
after you leave Imperial.

Imperial scientists, clinicians and researchers are leading
a major COVID-19 home testing programme to track and
understand infection rates across England.

INSPIRING ENVIRONMENT

Our staff are internationally-renowned leaders in their
field, but they won’t be your only source of inspiration.
As one of the top five international universities in the
world,* you’ll join a global community of students from
over 140 different countries. You will also have access
to a vast alumni network of 210,000 professionals
worldwide, including via our Ask an Alum programme.
London itself serves as an unrivalled classroom, with
facilities including one of the world’s largest libraries
(the British Library) and more than 170 museums,
many of them with free entry.
*Times Higher Education Most International Universities
in the World 2021

REAL-WORLD APPLICATION

All of our programmes are orientated towards solving
challenges with real-world applications. The latest
research is embedded into our curricula, while regular
dialogue with employers, accrediting bodies and
with our alumni ensures our course content remains
authentic and relevant to life beyond the College.

ONGOING PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Combining courses aimed at increasing your
general employability with skills that are specifically
matched to your academic progress (such as writing
and presenting skills), the Graduate School’s free
professional development programme is designed to
give you the skills and confidence you need to thrive
within your programme of study and beyond.
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/graduateschool/students/doctoral/professionaldevelopment

 y research looks at
M
wearable technology
and how it can be used
to monitor athletes’
movements in sports
as both a performance
indicator and an injury
prevention tool. I like
studying at Imperial
because I’m working in
a supportive and diverse
research group. It’s
also been great to have
a number of different
opportunities, like being
able to work with the
GB Rowing Team when
they came to Imperial for
biomechanics testing.
	Read more: bit.ly/yewande-adesida
	YEWANDE ADESIDA, RESEARCH
POSTGRADUATE, DEPARTMENT
OF SURGERY AND CANCER
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ABOUT IMPERIAL

RESEARCHING
A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

A GLOBAL
RESEARCH
POWERHOUSE
Our dedication to solving the world’s greatest
challenges has never been more apparent than in
our recent work to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic.
Our research drove forward our understanding of
the virus. We developed advanced technologies
for rapid testing, developed custom-fit masks,
built low-cost ventilators and deployed 280
final-year medical students to volunteer on
the frontlines – amongst many other things.
A PhD student working on a research
project to model a new type of renewable
energy storage using hydrogen.

How we came together over the past year is very
typical of our approach to addressing global
challenges. It’s common for our engineers to work
alongside clinicians, for our scientists to rub shoulders
with designers, and for our mathematicians to
collaborate with business experts.

Our new Global Development Hub brings
together our world-leading research, education
and innovation in service of the United Nations’
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. This
gateway to research partnerships, education and
training builds on work that is already happening
within our enterprise community, where 72
startups and spinouts are focused on applying
science and technology to achieve the UN’s 17
Sustainable Development Goals. These include
good health and wellbeing, sustainable cities
and communities, and zero hunger.
www.imperial.ac.uk/

global-development-hub

It’s an environment built on ideas and supported
by lots of initiatives, competitions, hackspaces,
machinery, and resources aimed at inspiring an
entrepreneurial culture at every level.

INCREASING AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTIVITY AND SUSTAINABILITY

A student startup, FungiAlert, has developed a plant
pathogen detection device that can spot spores in the
soil before visible symptoms appear on the crop.

GLOBAL COLLABORATIONS

NexGenAgriChem, a multidisciplinary Doctoral
Training Programme, run by Imperial and worldleading agrochemical company, Syngenta, is
finding ways to increase plateauing crop yields
whilst making crop production environmentally
sustainable and resilient to changes in the climate.
FungiAlert, a startup launched by students of the
programme, has developed a device that acts as
an early detection system for phytophthora – a
soil-based pathogen estimated to destroy harvests
worth up to $2–7 billion, per crop, each year.

Imperial students working at CERN,
the European Organization for Nuclear
Research, in Switzerland.

The capabilities of our own researchers
and innovators are extended through
our collaborations with partner institutions
across the world. This also gives our
postgraduate students the chance to
take part in global exchanges.
Our Global Fellows and International Research
Opportunities programmes are just two of the
ways you can enrich your learning experience
by conducting research at our partner
institutions overseas.
www.imperial.ac.uk/students/

global-opportunities/pg
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BEYOND IMPERIAL

PREPARING FOR
CAREER SUCCESS
From your very first day at Imperial, you’ll have
access to professional careers guidance and
support that is tailored to your career goals
and career stage.

EXPERT CAREERS GUIDANCE

You will have access to professional careers
support, advice and skills training from day one
and for up to three years after graduation. Support
available includes one-to-one sessions with careers
consultants, skills training, and online courses
and workshops.
w
 ww.imperial.ac.uk/careers and
www.imperial.ac.uk/business-school/
programmes/careers

SECTOR-SPECIFIC CAREERS FAIRS

Sector-specific recruitment fairs are available
throughout the year. They’re a place to meet
representatives from companies in your chosen
sector and find out more about their employment
opportunities. Industries covered include: engineering
and science, finance and banking, IT and technology,
life and health sciences, and consulting.

T he Careers Service
supported me 15 months
after graduating when
I decided to change
career direction. Within
days of contacting the
department, a Careers
Consultant was available
to speak over the phone.
They provided valuable
feedback on my CV and
cover letter, provided
job search strategies
and conducted a mock
interview over Skype.
Their support really
helped and I was offered
a job two weeks later.

EMPLOYER EVENTS

Our year-round employer events are a chance for you
to gain further insight into sectors and companies of
interest, ranging from employer presentations on a
variety of industry sectors to mock interviews where
you can gain useful feedback to refine your technique.
w
 ww.imperial.ac.uk/careers/whats-on/
employer-event

DIGITAL RESOURCES

You will have access to extensive digital resources
to help you with career planning, from researching
different industry sectors through to preparing
applications and interviews and negotiating a job
offer. We also offer practical resources to help you
boost your skills, including free access to LinkedIn
Learning and software for practising video interviews.
w
 ww.imperial.ac.uk/careers/
applications-and-interviews

SUPPORT FOR ENTREPRENEURS

Entrepreneurship is a big part of the Imperial
experience. Our Enterprise Lab and Advanced
Hackspace offer state-of-the-art spaces to
work on prototypes, build connections and get
inspiration. They also provide support for aspiring
entrepreneurs including ideas surgeries and
mentoring, skills-building programmes, guest
speakers, and competitions for funding.
www.imperialenterpriselab.com
8
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	CHRIS FULLER (MRES PLASTIC
ELECTRONIC MATERIALS 2017).
NOW GRADUATE CONSULTANT IN
THE CLEAN TECHNOLOGY SECTOR

Clockwise from top: students in the Enterprise Lab; a skills
seminar in our Careers Service; a student speaking to an
employer at a careers fair – one of several held each year.
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LIVING IN LONDON

CLEAN AND ACCESSIBLE
ENERGY FOR ALL
Imperial startup BBOXX provides solar
installations in pay-as-you-go installments
to rural communities in Tanzania and
Rwanda, helping people in areas with very
little energy infrastructure to gain access
to local power and pay for it from an app
on their smartphone.

LONDON:
A GLOBAL CITY
THE WORLD’S NUMBER ONE
STUDENT CITY

As a centre for business, creativity and free thinking,
London is the perfect place for building connections,
forging collaborations and making memories that will
last long after you leave Imperial.

A GLOBAL MARKETPLACE

Studying in London puts a global marketplace on your
doorstep, with many opportunities to visit leading
organisations, attend networking events and start
building a list of valuable professional contacts.
Our global reputation also makes us a magnet for
top business leaders and graduate employers who
regularly visit our campus for recruitment fairs or to
share their experience through guest lectures and
regular employer events.
International leaders who have recently visited
the College include:
Joe Biden, President of the United States
Xi Jinping, President of the People’s Republic of China
Theresa May, Former Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom
Ana Brnabić, Prime Minister of Serbia
Amina J. Mohammed, Deputy Secretary-General of
the United Nations and Chair of the United Nations
Sustainable Development Group
Professor Dame Ann Dowling, Former President
of the Royal Academy of Engineering
Jeremy Fleming, Director, GCHQ
Park Won-soon, Former Mayor of Seoul
Ben Bernanke, Former Chair of the Federal
Reserve of the United States
Mark Carney, Former Governor of the Bank of England
Princess Chulabhorn Walailak, Her Royal Highness
Princess of Thailand

GLOBAL STARTUP HUB

As a city bursting with creativity, London has
established itself as one of the best places in
the world to start a business. With the support
of Imperial’s Enterprise Lab behind you, access
to funding, training and facilities to prototype
and test out your ideas, you’ll have all you need to
explore your potential. Imperial staff and student
startups have attracted approximately £1 billion of
new investment over the last five years, supporting
1,300 jobs. The UK also benefits from a startup visa
programme, giving innovators up to two years to
establish their business.
www.imperialenterpriselab.com

A WORLD IN ONE CITY

With over 300 languages spoken and *35% of
residents born outside the UK, in London we don’t
just accept people’s differences, we celebrate them.
This is reflected in the culture throughout the city,
from the myriad cuisines in our restaurants to the
huge range of theatre, music, art and festivals that
pepper the city’s events calendar.

START YOUR CAREER IN THE UK
With the new Graduate Route visa,
international graduates will be able to
kickstart their career in the UK. You’ll have
up to two years after you graduate (three
years for PhD graduates) to work, or look for
work, at any skill level, without the need for
sponsorship during that time.
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/
international-students/
visas-and-immigration

www.imperial.ac.uk/study/living-in-london
*migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk
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LIVING IN LONDON

STUDENT LIFE
United by the specialist nature of our community,
Imperial is home to more than 9,400 full- and
part-time postgraduate students from a wide
range of backgrounds. This diversity is reflected
in the huge range of opportunities to make
the Imperial experience your own, from our
350+ clubs and societies you can join, to
volunteering opportunities across London,
the UK and the world.

CENTRAL LONDON LOCATION

ART AND MUSIC

You will find our main campus in South Kensington.
As London’s cultural epicentre, we share this
neighbourhood with three world-class museums
(Science, Natural History and V&A) and the historic
Royal Albert Hall where all of our students graduate.
We’re also on the doorstep of two Royal Parks – Hyde
Park and Kensington Gardens.

You can explore your artistic side through
opportunities including orchestras, free art
classes, theatre groups, well-equipped music
practice rooms and free on-campus concerts.

Some postgraduate students are based at our other
campus locations including:

It’s easy to stay active in a way that suits you, whether
that’s participating in club and/or cross-university
sports or enjoying facilities like our on-campus gym,
swimming pool or climbing wall.

•

Hospital campuses spread across London

•

 ur new White City Campus, providing a home
O
for scientific researchers, businesses and
entrepreneurs to accelerate turning scientific
discovery into tangible societal benefit

•

Silwood Park in Ascot, Berkshire

www.imperial.ac.uk/visit/campuses

STUDENT CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES

Our students organise over 350 clubs, societies
and projects, covering a huge range of sporting,
academic, charitable, cultural and social activities.
There are also ethnic/cultural affinity clubs, faithbased and LGBTQ+ groups. If you don’t find an
existing group for the things you love, you can get
help from Imperial College Union to start your own.
www.imperialcollegeunion.org/activities/a-to-z

www.imperial.ac.uk/music-and-arts

SPORTS AND RECREATION

www.imperial.ac.uk/sport

TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES

Doctoral students get involved with teaching
undergraduate and Master’s classes across the
College, with training available through our graduate
teaching assistant training programme, STAR.
Master’s students do not teach, but do serve as
academic mentors – alongside staff and Doctoral
students – on our outreach programmes,
working with school-age students.
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/why-imperial/
career-success/teaching-opportunities

SUPPORTING YOU

We know you’ll have a great time at Imperial. But
if you ever need a helping hand – with financial
advice, with your wellbeing, or with anything else –
we’re here for you. Visit our Student Support Zone
to explore the range of services available to support
your academic success and personal wellbeing, which
includes bespoke support students with disabilities
or mental health issues.
www.imperial.ac.uk/student-support-zone
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I have joined the
subcommittee of
Imperial’s MedTech
society, where I organise
talks by guest speakers
on how technology can
massively aid scientific
research and clinical
practice. I also recently
became a volunteer
with What the Tech?!,
an Imperial student-run
organisation aimed at
local residents over
50, where I teach them
how to use technology
over Zoom.
	Read more: bit.ly/emre-yavuz
	EMRE YAVUZ,
MSC TRANSLATIONAL NEUROSCIENCE

Clockwise from top left: a Civil Engineering
PhD student leading an outreach workshop
with schoolchildren; students playing squash
in our on-campus Ethos Sports Centre.

LIVING IN LONDON
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YOUR STUDY OPTIONS

FIND A
MASTER’S
COURSE

THINK EARLY ABOUT HOW
TO FUND YOUR STUDIES

Find out more about tuition fees and financial support
on pages 24–27 of this guide.

Consider applying for one of our integrated PhDs –
a four-year training programme, which usually starts
with a one-year MSc or MRes, leading straight into
a three-year PhD.

Our Master’s courses are a mixture
of taught, research-based and
professional programmes. Most
last 12 months full-time, though
there are also some part-time and
shorter vocational options.

The first step to finding the right Master’s course for
you is to think about where your interests lie and
what you care about.
Interdisciplinarity is one of our greatest strengths so
you’ll find many examples of where expertise overlaps
different departments, and collaborative projects
taking place across the College.
When it comes to exploring our courses, we
encourage you to remain open minded – you might
find courses that interest you in an unexpected area
of the College which may not match your first degree.

See Doctoral courses on page 16.

1

CHOOSE A SUBJECT AREA
YOU’RE PASSIONATE ABOUT

We encourage you to explore our full range of
Master’s courses to find one that’s right for you.
Imperial is interdisciplinary, so many departments
welcome students from outside their area of expertise
if they have a background in a relevant discipline.
This means you could choose a Master’s degree from
an entirely different but complementary department
to your undergraduate degree.
Explore all our Master’s courses online:

Clockwise from top left: MSc Molecular Medicine students
working in the National Heart and Lung Institute; students
working in research facilities at our Silwood Park Campus;
students in the Fleming library at St Mary’s Campus.

www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/courses

2

FIND THE RIGHT QUALIFICATION

We offer a range of postgraduate qualifications,
including full-time taught and research-orientated
courses, MBA courses and part-time professionallyfocused certificates and diplomas.
Our qualifications:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Master of Science (MSc)
Master of Research (MRes)
Master of Public Health (MPH)
Master of Business Administration (MBA)
Postgraduate Certificate (PG Cert)
Postgraduate Diploma (PG Dip)

www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/apply/
about-our-degrees

EXPLORE THE DIFFERENT WAYS
TO MEET US

Visit the Study website to find out more about
upcoming webinars, and other ways to meet us:
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/
open-days-and-visits

14

POSTGRADUATE STUDY AT IMPERIAL

YOUR STUDY OPTIONS

15

YOUR STUDY OPTIONS

FIND A
DOCTORAL
COURSE
We offer a number of routes to
gaining an advanced research
qualification, from traditional
PhDs to Professional Doctorates.

We offer three types of Doctoral courses:
•

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

•

Professional Doctorate (MD(Res))

•

Integrated PhD, available via our Research
Council-funded Centres for Doctoral Training
(CDTs) and Doctoral Training Partnerships (DTPs)

Each course gives you the chance to explore your
chosen field through a programme of in-depth
research and the production of a thesis.
The diagram opposite outlines the different
Doctoral routes available, whether through a
funded research project or through completing
your own self-proposed project.
Learn more about Doctoral study on our
Study website:

MRES OR MSC + PhD (1 + 3)

Integrated PhD: Combining the depth,
rigour and focus of a traditional PhD with
a broader training experience for students
from a diverse range of disciplines.

Explore our integrated PhD opportunities:
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/courses/
doctoral-courses/integrated-phd

Apply online (see page 18).

PhD

Doctor of Philosophy: The most common type
of Doctoral programme, which normally takes
three or four years of full-time study
to complete.

If you have a research idea,
find a research group whose objectives
best match your idea by exploring the
websites of our academic departments,
multidisciplinary centres and institutes:

MD(RES)

Professional Doctorate: Aimed at professional
clinicians, these research qualifications combine
taught courses and a supervised research project
associated with your current employment.

If you don’t have a research idea,
browse our latest funded PhD projects:
w
 ww.imperial.ac.uk/jobs/
career-programmes/phd-vacancies

w
 ww.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/courses/
doctoral-courses/phd

w
 ww.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/courses/
doctoral-courses
Find out if you need to identify
a supervisor before you apply.

Clockwise from top left: A third-year Aeronautics PhD student
working with a vacuum chamber in our Space Research
Laboratory; a fourth-year MEng Design Engineering student
working on a model of a prosthetic hand.
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If you do, you can find details of potential
supervisors on our website. Contact them
directly with your research proposal. If you
don’t, you can submit your research proposal
when you apply online (see page 18).

Contact the project lead to discuss
your suitability and eligibility before
submitting an application.
If you receive a positive response,
you can apply online (see page 18).

YOUR STUDY OPTIONS
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APPLYING TO IMPERIAL

HOW TO APPLY

DEMONSTRATE YOUR
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ABILITY

All applicants must show that they have a sufficient
level of written and spoken English to meet the
demands of our challenging academic environment.
You will need to meet either our standard or higher
level of English before starting your course. The level
required will be included in the entry requirements
for the course. We accept a wide range of English
language qualifications and proficiency tests,
including the tests shown below, but visit our
website for the full range:

Whether you’re applying for
a Master’s course or Doctoral
programme, you will need to
apply directly through our online
application system.

www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/apply/
requirements/english

1

SET UP YOUR ONLINE ACCOUNT

To get started you first need to create an
Imperial Gateway account, which is our
online application system:

www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/apply
Once you’re set up, search for the course you want to
apply for and start your application. You don’t have
to complete the application in one go. You can log
back into the system and edit the application as many
times as you want before you submit it.
Application deadlines
Most courses don’t have a formal closing date but
popular courses close once they are full, so we
encourage you to start your application early.
Applications per place
In 2020–2021 we received an average of six
applications per place for postgraduate study, with
some departments receiving twice that, so make sure
you give yourself plenty of time to do a good job and
submit the strongest possible application.

2

SHOW US THAT YOU MEET
(OR ARE CAPABLE OF MEETING)
OUR ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

To show how you qualify for the course you are
applying for, you will need to provide information in
your application about the highest qualification you
have achieved or are currently studying.
If you receive an offer, we will ask you to provide
evidence of your qualifications, and tell you how
to verify them, as part of the conditions of your
offer. Depending on your awarding institution, we
may provide you with a unique link to access our
Qualification Check Verification service. You must
enter information about your course and grades into
the service so we can contact your current institution
and verify your qualifications.

Standard

Higher

IELTS
(Academic)

6.5 overall
(minimum
6.0 in all
elements)

7.0 overall
(minimum
6.5 in all
elements)

Pearson
Academic
(PTE)

62 overall
(minimum
56 in all
elements)

69 overall
(minimum
62 in all
elements)

TOEFL (iBT)

92 overall
(minimum
20 in all
elements)

100 overall
(minimum
22 in all
elements)

There are also other ways to show you meet
the relevant standard:
•

 uccessfully pass the College’s 3- or 6-week
S
pre-sessional English language programme for
Imperial offer holders. This option is not available
for applicants to Imperial College Business School.

•

 rovide evidence of a previous qualification that
P
confirms your English language level.

•

 rovide evidence that you meet one
P
of our English language exemptions.

You do not necessarily need to have met the relevant
English language requirement before you apply.
However, if you receive an offer it may form part
of your offer conditions so only apply if you are
confident you can achieve it.
English language support
During your studies, you can access free
academic language and literacy support
from our Centre for Academic English.
This support includes online and face-to-face
workshops, short courses and one-to-one
consultations, which are all designed to improve
your general academic language and STEMM
communication skills.
www.imperial.ac.uk/academic-english

You should use our Qualification Check Verification
service if your current institution does not offer
a secure e-transcript sharing verification service.
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/apply/
after-you-apply/conditions
Clockwise from top left: a Bioengineering PhD student using
a microscope to study the biomechanical structures of cells;
an international student in a group workshop with a Centre for
Academic English tutor.
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A visiting PhD student from Nanjing University in China
modelling aerosols and their effects on ozone pollution at
the Global Data Observatory in our Data Science Institute.

4

UPLOAD YOUR
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

You must upload a copy of your CV. This should
provide a summary of your education, experience
and achievements and should be no longer than two
pages. Read more about creating an effective CV:
www.imperial.ac.uk/careers/
applications-and-interviews/cv
Master’s applicants
You will need to upload a personal statement,
which should include your motivations both for
applying to Imperial and for your chosen course.
Read our top tips for creating a personal statement:
www.imperial.ac.uk/careers/applications-andinterviews/personal-statements

The Sir Alexander Fleming Building
on our South Kensington Campus.

Doctoral applicants
If you are applying for a traditional PhD, you will
need to upload a personal statement or a research
project proposal which has been agreed with your
potential supervisor in advance. This normally
includes information such as:

5

PROVIDE DETAILS OF YOUR REFEREES

You should provide the names of two people who
can provide an academic reference in support of your
application. An academic reference could be from:
•

your personal tutor;

•

why you have chosen your research topic;

•

your thesis supervisor; or

•

what research issues you intend to address;

•

your line manager in a research group.

•

initial ideas on the research methodology;

•

r eferences to existing scientific literature
(where appropriate) and any relevant previous
work that you have carried out.

The research you describe in your proposal may
change following further discussions with your
supervisor after you start your course. Read advice
on writing a good research proposal:

One academic and one relevant professional
reference may be acceptable – contact the
Admissions team for the department you’re
applying to for advice:

6

COMPLETING AND TRACKING
YOUR APPLICATION

The Admissions team need both your completed
application form and all the supporting documents.
If documents are missing, this will delay your
application process.
You will be able to track your application through our
online application system and accept your offer if
you are successful.

www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/apply/contact

www.findaphd.com/advice/finding/writingphd-research-proposal.aspx
20
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SELECTION
PROCESS

VISAS AND
IMMIGRATION

In the selection process,
we consider all elements of
your application equally.

Most non-UK nationals will need
to apply for a Student Visa to
study at Imperial.

A PhD researcher working in a laboratory in the
Department of Earth Science and Engineering.

The ideal candidate should demonstrate a balance
between strong academic grades, good references, a
passion for the subject they have applied for and the
potential to add value to the Imperial community.
Individual departments may also look for things like
employability – particularly Imperial College Business
School – and work experience. Where this is relevant,
it will be included in the entry requirements for the
course and you should make sure you cover it in
your personal statement.

INTERVIEW

Master’s applicants may need to take part in an
interview as part of the selection process. Where
this applies, the department you have applied to
will contact you with more information.
Interviews are also a required part of the selection
process for Doctoral applicants.

ADMISSIONS TESTS

Only Imperial College Business School currently
uses an admissions test as part of their postgraduate
selection process for the Full-Time MBA, MSc
International Management and the Doctoral
programme. There is no minimum requirement but
recommended scores for these courses are below:
• Full-Time

MBA: GMAT score of at least 600 is
recommended, GRE scores of 156 (verbal) and
158 (quant) are recommended.

• MSc

International Management: GMAT score
of at least 600 is recommended, GRE scores of
156 (verbal) and 158 (quant) are recommended.

• Doctoral

programme: scores in the 90th
percentile (GMAT or GRE).

GMAT or GRE is not required for other Business
School courses but a good score will support
your application.
www.ets.org/gre (GRE General Test)
www.mba.com/global (GMAT)

Students in a shared study
space in the Business School.

CONFIRMATION OF ACCEPTANCE
FOR STUDY (CAS)

You can only apply for your Student Visa once you
have received a Confirmation of Acceptance for
Studies (CAS) from the College. This is a reference
number that you add on to your visa application form.
If your application is successful, our Admissions team
will send you your CAS number once you have met all
of your offer conditions, including paying a deposit.
w
 ww.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/apply/
after-you-apply/cas

ACADEMIC TECHNOLOGY
APPROVAL SCHEME (ATAS)

The requirement to obtain an ATAS certificate
applies to students from specific nationalities
who are applying for a postgraduate course in
certain sensitive subjects.

WORKING WHILE YOU STUDY

Students who require a Student Visa may only
undertake paid work for a maximum of 20 hours in
any one week during term-time. You cannot average
this over a longer period. Other working restrictions
also apply.
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/internationalstudents/visas-and-immigration/work-rulesduring-your-studies

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT

Our International Student Support team can
provide specialist advice on a wide range of visa
and immigration issues, before and during your
time at Imperial.
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/visas

If you need to obtain an ATAS certificate, we will
specify this in your offer conditions if your application
to study is successful. You can apply for an ATAS
certificate up to nine months before the start date
of your course. This certificate is valid for six months
from the date of issue.
The Entry Clearance Officer (ECO) will need to see
your ATAS certificate as part of your visa application.
www.gov.uk/guidance/academictechnology-approval-scheme
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FEES AND FUNDING

TUITION FEES
The fees for all of our postgraduate
courses are set by the College and
vary by course.

If your course lasts for more than one year, you should
expect and budget for your tuition fee increasing
every year by an amount linked to inflation.

FEE STATUS – HOME OR OVERSEAS?

There are currently two rates of tuition: Home and
Overseas. Which rate you pay is determined by your
fee status. We assess this after you apply using
regulations provided by the UK government.
If you’re from the EU, EEA or Switzerland you will
no longer be automatically eligible for the Home
rate of tuition and will be charged the Overseas rate.
However, you may still meet the requirements for
Home student fee status so it’s worth exploring
the eligibility criteria further.
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/apply/fees/
fee-status

APPLICATION FEE

Non-refundable application fees apply to a number
of our Master’s courses and all of our Doctoral
courses. See our Study website for details.
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/courses
For Master’s courses
You can check which of our Master’s courses require
an application fee on our Study website, above. If
you receive an offer, you may need to pay a deposit
to secure your place, which is normally 10% of the
first-year course fee. We deduct the deposit from the
invoice for your first-year fee.
For Doctoral courses
See our Study website for application fee information
– you do not need to pay a deposit:
 ww.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/
w
fees-and-funding/tuition-fees

Clockwise from top left: Imperial
College Business School MSc and MBA
students exploring the principles of
management of design; a PhD student
working on the Spitfire laser system to
make ultrafast infrared measurements
of photosynthesis; students developing
methods to study the absorption and
emission of light and other radiation.
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FEES AND FUNDING

OTHER SOURCES OF FUNDING

External scholarships
A number of external organisations offer
scholarships to Imperial Master’s and Doctoral
students to help them successfully complete
their studies.

FINANCIAL
SUPPORT

w
 ww.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/fees-andfunding/scholarships/further-fundingopportunities-/external-awards

We recommend budgeting for
student life well in advance
to make sure that you have
the funds to get the most
out of your time at Imperial.

LIVING COSTS

The following table is a rough guide* to the amount
that you can expect to spend to live in relative
comfort at Imperial, excluding your tuition fees.
Weekly

Twelve
months

Private halls and utilities £186

£9,697

Food

£60

£3,102

Travel

£30

£1,216†

Personal and leisure

£42

£2,194

Total

£318

£16,209

www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/
fees-and-funding/managing-your-money

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Students applying for a Student Visa for study in
London must prove to the Home Office that they can
cover their living costs for up to a maximum of nine
months – currently set at £1,265 per month.

SOURCES OF FUNDING
FUNDING FROM IMPERIAL

Scholarships
We offer a wide range of scholarships, including
50 President’s PhD Scholarships each year, covering
tuition fees and an annual contribution to living
costs. We also offer sports scholarships for
Master’s or Doctoral students who are aspiring
to compete or who already compete at a national
or international level.
Use our online search tool to find Master’s and
Doctoral scholarships you may be eligible for:
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/
fees-and-funding/scholarships
Fully-funded PhD projects
Known as studentships, these projects are available
across our academic departments. Search for the
latest opportunities on our Jobs site:

UK Research Council 1 + 3 studentships
Imperial offers a limited number of UK Research
Council-funded studentships through a style
of PhD training known as a 1 + 3 or integrated
PhD (see page 16). These are available via:
Doctoral Training Partnerships (DTP), which are
allocated to different Imperial departments and may
be used to fund a broad range of projects.
Centres for Doctoral Training (CDT), which are more
focused than DTPs and recruit students for research
in target areas.
Funding is normally limited to Home students who
have been resident in the UK for the previous three
years. Some CDTs may consider self-funded Overseas
students for non-funded projects. Enquire directly to
the CDT for details.

Charities and Trusts
Use the Alternative Guide to Postgraduate
Funding to search for funding for Master’s
and Doctoral study from charities and trusts.
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/fees-andfunding/scholarships/further-fundingopportunities-/alternative-guide-to-funding
Teaching opportunities
Doctoral students can explore opportunities
to earn extra money as a Graduate Teaching
Assistant (GTA) within their department.

FUNDING FROM THE UK GOVERNMENT

Master’s and Doctoral loans
Students from England who meet certain criteria
(age, course and nationality or residency status),
can apply for a Master’s or Doctoral loan from the UK
government towards their postgraduate studies.
The loan amounts for 2022–2023 have not yet
been confirmed by the government. As a guide, in
2021–2022, they were £11,570 for the Master’s loan
and £27,265 for a Doctoral loan. Both loans are paid
in regular installments throughout your course.
Funding for loans is different if you normally live
in Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland.
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/
fees-and-funding/loans

www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/courses/
doctoral-courses/integrated-phd

w
 ww.imperial.ac.uk/jobs/career-programmes/
phd-vacancies

* Actual costs will vary according to your lifestyle
and may be lower.
† Zones 1–3 with 18+ Student Oyster card. 52-week cost
is based on the cost of an annual travelcard.

26

POSTGRADUATE STUDY AT IMPERIAL

FEES AND FUNDING

27

HOME FROM HOME

ACCOMMODATION
This will likely be your biggest living
cost in London. If you’re not sure
where to start, we can offer you
help and advice – from setting
a realistic budget to a contract
checking service for students
renting in the private sector.

PRIVATE ACCOMMODATION

London has a wide range of privately rented
properties, including shared houses, flats and
studio apartments.
If you’re joining the College in late September,
a good time to start looking for a place to live is
between late June and August. The majority of
properties are advertised no more than one to
two months before they are available.
Learn more about popular areas for Imperial
students and find guidance about average weekly
rents in our area guide:
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/campus-life/
accommodation/private-accommodation
Property search website
Imperial has its own property search website called
Imperial Home Solutions. You can use it to find
properties and connect with other Imperial students
who are looking for somewhere to live.

POSTGRADUATE HALLS OF RESIDENCE

Imperial’s postgraduate accommodation, GradPad,
offers two halls exclusively for postgraduate students
at Imperial and other London universities:
•

GradPad Griffon Studios – Battersea

•

GradPad Wood Lane Studios – White City

Learn more, and find prices, facilities and how
to book on the GradPad website:

Clockwise from top left: A student studying
in a GradPad bedroom; a study bedroom at
Silwood Park; a GradPad studio room.

www.gradpadlondon.com
Students studying at our Silwood Park Campus
in Ascot can choose from single and couples
accommodation in five on-site halls of residence:
www.imperial.ac.uk/accommodation/
halls/pg/silwood-park

www.imperialhomesolutions.co.uk
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THE SMALL PRINT

FIND OUT MORE

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

DISCOVER IMPERIAL

This guide was published in August 2021 and
contains general information relevant to researching
postgraduate study options at Imperial for courses
starting in the academic year 2022–2023. It is
considered to be up to date at the time of publication
but should be read in conjunction with information on
our Study website before finalising your application
and after submitting it:
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg
The following details may change after the publication
of this prospectus:
COVID-19
This guide presents information about postgraduate
study at Imperial for 2022–2023, as it would operate
under normal circumstances. We hope that by
the time you join us in autumn 2022, many major
restrictions in place to prevent the rise of COVID-19
will have been lifted. However, if restrictions are still in
place, we may need to make changes to help ensure
we can continue to keep our students and staff safe
while still delivering the best possible academic and
student experience. Details of any COVID-19 related
changes we may need to make are available on our
website, which we will continue to update:
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/covid-19
Changes to our courses
For courses starting in the 2022–2023 academic year,
we are revising our taught course and assessment
structures with the aim of introducing a standardised
modular structure and enhanced degree provision
across the College. This will include changes to
academic and examination regulations for all taught
Master’s courses. These changes are designed to
enhance your learning experience and ensure you
develop a range of skills that employers value.
We recommend you check our course pages before
finalising your application, as well as before accepting
an offer, as we will update them as soon as any
changes are approved by the College.

Tuition fees and extra course costs
• The fees for our postgraduate courses are set by
the College and vary by course. For courses lasting
more than one year, the fee beyond the first year
will increase by an amount linked to inflation
unless otherwise specified on our webpages for
Master’s courses.
•

 ome courses may involve extra costs that are not
S
covered by tuition fees. Where applicable, this is
explained on our webpages for Master’s courses.

• EU,

EEA and Swiss students are classed as
Overseas students and pay the Overseas rate
of tuition. However, exemptions apply which
might mean you could still be classed as a Home
student, so it’s important to check your fee status
on our website before you apply.

CHAT TO OUR STUDENTS

Chat with current Imperial students and get answers
to your questions about applying to Imperial:
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/
chat-to-our-students

TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR

Discover our main campus in South Kensington
through 360-degree photos and videos:
360-visit.imperial.ac.uk

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Find answers to some of the most frequently asked
questions about our application process and more:
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/apply/
contact/faq

w
 ww.imperial.ac.uk/study/ug/
fees-and-funding/tuition-fees
Payment terms
Special payment terms apply to our Master’s courses.
You may be required to pay a deposit as part of your
application, unless you meet one of our conditions
for exemption. If applicable, this will be a condition
of your offer of a place at the College; failure to pay
the deposit may result in your offer being withdrawn.
Unless specified otherwise, the deposit will be 10%
of the tuition fee for the year of admission. See our
website for more information before you apply:
www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/
fees-and-funding/tuition-fees/
payment-terms/postgraduates
Terms and conditions and regulations
Our courses are provided on the basis of our terms
and conditions. All Imperial students are required to
comply with their obligations under the terms and
conditions and the regulations of the College:
www.imperial.ac.uk/students/
terms-and-conditions

www.imperial.ac.uk/study/pg/courses
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ABOUT IMPERIAL

imperialcollegelondon
@imperialcollege
imperialcollege
Imperial College London
South Kensington Campus
London SW7 2AZ
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