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What we offer

––
A melting-pot of ideas
One creative powerhouse
At Goldsmiths, academic excellence and imaginative course
content combine to make a place where ideas are allowed to grow

Masters degrees
We currently offer more than
130 degrees at Masters level. These
are taught courses that often
culminate in a research project or
dissertation. You may want to take
a Masters in order to change career,
to explore your area of expertise
further or to form the basis for
further study, such as a PhD. They
usually last 12 months full-time or
two years part-time, although
there are some exceptions that
take longer. See p16–17

PG Certificates
and Diplomas
We also offer some PGCert and
PGDip courses across different
subjects. These are Masters-level
programmes that are shorter, but
can be the right choice for career
development or in order to delve
into a new subject. See p16–17

Teacher training
Goldsmiths has been training teachers for about 120
years, and we are proud of our reputation for
excellence in this field. We train people for Lower and
Upper Primary and across a range of subjects for
Secondary teaching. The programmes are designed to
develop all the skills and knowledge you’ll need to
become a responsible and effective teacher. See p14–15
gold.ac.uk/pgce

Research degrees
Goldsmiths has a large and supportive research
community, and produces world-leading work in
many subject areas. In fact, nearly three quarters of
the research carried out by academics at Goldsmiths
has been rated as ‘world leading’ or ‘internationally
excellent’*. These courses (MPhil and PhD) will
encourage you to think independently and produce
original work. See p18–19
gold.ac.uk/research

Courses for
international students
We offer a range of preparation programmes for
non-British students – whether you want to improve
your English or develop your UK academic study skills
before you start a postgraduate degree. See p20–21
gold.ac.uk/preparation

Distance learning
We offer some distance learning options as part
of the University of London.
gold.ac.uk/distancelearning

Historic but innovative, challenging but supportive – Goldsmiths, University of London is
a place brimming with contradictions, but it is these that make it so special. In this guide,
we introduce Goldsmiths to you through stories from our students and graduates. They
represent a student community that’s as diverse as it is impressive.
*Research Excellence Framework 2014 (the latest REF at time of printing)

Postgraduate
subjects
We offer postgraduate
degrees in the arts,
humanities, social
sciences, computing,
law and management.
gold.ac.uk/course-finder
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Historic and innovative, challenging and supportive – Goldsmiths is a place brimming with contradictions, but it is t

––
Gone down in history
Bringing people
up in the world
Goldsmiths’ story is full of pioneering figures who’ve
been inspired to make a positive impact on society

1891

Goldsmiths’ Technical and Recreative
Institute is founded, dedicated to
improving the skills and knowledge of
the local working and artisan classes.

Teacher training courses are offered
for the first time. Today, Goldsmiths
continues to lead the way in preparing
people for the classroom. See p14–15

1900

Goldsmiths joins the University
of London (the third oldest
university in England).

1904
The Library is damaged during
World War II bombing. Today our
Library holds thousands of books,
musical scores, audio-visual
material and e-journals, as well
as lots of study spaces and a café.

Mary Quant (right) arrives at
Goldsmiths aged 16. The pioneering
fashion designer, who was to become
a key figure in the ‘swinging ’60s’,
describes the university as “a great
place to go – for causing trouble!”

1950

1940
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these that make the university so special. We introduce Goldsmiths to you through stories fromWhat
our students

A dedicated theatre is created in a former chapel. The
George Wood Theatre is used for productions but also
public lectures and guest workshops, including one from
Sir Michael Caine in the mid-90s. In 2018, the facilities were
given a multi-million-pound renovation. See p33

1964

1988

Goldsmiths student
Damien Hirst organises
the Freeze art exhibition
in a nearby derelict
building. It brings together
works from many who
went on to be known as
the YBAs (young British
artists). The group – many
also from Goldsmiths –
influenced art at the end
of the century and today.

2002

Former Goldsmiths students
win both the Turner Prize and
Mercury Music Prize. In the
same year we establish the
Goldsmiths Prize, which
recognises fiction that breaks
the mould and celebrates the
qualities of creative daring
associated with the university.

Linton Kwesi Johnson
(above), who studied
Sociology at Goldsmiths
in the 1970s, becomes the
first Black poet (and only
the second living poet) to
appear in the Penguin
Modern Classics series.

2013

Bernadine Evaristo (left), who studied
her PhD and taught at Goldsmiths, is
awarded the Booker Prize for her
novel ‘Girl, Woman, Other’. She shares
it with Margaret Atwood.
We launch the Green New
Deal, to address the climate
emergency. See p12

2019
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––
Academic heritage
An eye for innovation
Our history goes back to 1891, but we’re always looking
forward. Full of inventive and original students and staff,
Goldsmiths provides an environment where new ideas flourish
At Goldsmiths we aim for academic excellence,
with expert teachers who have experience of
industry or research. This combination gives you the
opportunity to develop a strong foundation of
learning in your subject, along with an insight into
how it looks in the real world.
Whatever your subject, we strive for a creative
approach to teaching – embracing new ideas with
energy. From courses that offer a fresh perspective on
a traditional subject to Masters degrees that are
unique in the UK and even globally, Goldsmiths loves
to push the boundaries.
Goldsmiths is home to academics that are at the
forefront of research in their fields. For many of our
subjects we are ranked first or joint first for research
intensity (Complete University Guide League Tables
2022), which shows our commitment to pushing
forward the concepts, theories and research that will
empower us all to face the challenges of tomorrow.
As well as carrying out progressive and pioneering
research, our academics actively teach on our
degrees, and they care about getting the best out of
you. So you could have a Monday morning seminar
with an award-winning historian, or be learning with
a psychologist who’s developed a tool that can help
identify people at risk of developing dementia.
The lecturers
are inspiring and
encourage you to
think outside of the
box and to develop
a critical thinking.
Goldsmiths gives
you the freedom
to build your own
path, to pursue your
interests or discover
new ones, and to
learn more about
yourself.
––
Roxane, MA Cultural
Policy, Relations &
Diplomacy, 2016
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Bold and original subject areas
Goldsmiths’ reputation for being a trailblazing institution
is backed up by the range of areas you can study as a
postgraduate. As well as offering the world’s first Masters
in Black British Literature, we now welcome students to
study MA Black British History. This is the first in-person
Masters in this field in the world.
Our MA Queer History also aims to give a voice to those
who have previously been silenced. We are proud to be
part of an exciting new area of historical enquiry.
Students on the MA are contributing towards an Archive
of Queer Life Histories, which is held by our Centre for
Queer History, illustrating that the work we are doing is
as much about the present as the past.

Illuminating combinations
Our interdisciplinary focus means we bring together great
minds to forge fresh ideas. Degrees like the MSc Music,
Mind and Brain, which combines music psychology and
neuroscience, or the MA Computational Arts (see
Clemence on p10-11) draw students and academics from
around the world to work in these ground-breaking areas.

Rewarding creative daring
We are home to the annual Goldsmiths Prize, a literary
award that recognises the most innovative new novels.
Former winners include Ali Smith, Eimear McBride and
Lucy Elmann (pictured below). Shortlisted writers are
invited to the campus, giving you the opportunity to see
them reading from and speaking about their work.
gold.ac.uk/goldsmiths-prize

Combining disciplines
to fight injustice
Forensic Architecture (FA), a research agency based at
Goldsmiths, has been undertaking research into state and
corporate violence for more than 10 years. The agency is
made up of architects, filmmakers, coders, activists and
legal experts who investigate human rights violations and
state crimes through spatial design. Leading the way in
this emergent academic field, FA provides new kinds of
evidence for international prosecution teams, political
organisations, NGOs, and institutions such as the UN. It
received a European Cultural Foundation award for
inspiring change in the way people shape societies, for
“seeing art as a way to expose injustice in communities,
and for helping people to recover and rethink the past in
order to change the world”. The research agency was
shortlisted for the Turner Prize in 2018.
forensic-architecture.org

My favourite thing
about Goldsmiths
is the university’s
dedication to
the arts and the
humanities, and the
unique courses it
offers as a result. I
was very impressed
by the expertise of
my lecturers, both
leaders in their
respective fields,
and the quality
of their support
during my research
process.
––
Martin, MA Culture
Industry, 2020
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Being at Goldsmiths
gave me an entry
pass to have a lot
of discussions with
other artists.

Clémence

Technology + dance = new explorations
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Clémence has existed in parallel worlds for
a long time. She was director of design at an
agency, working in UX (user experience),
and so was fully rooted in technology for her
job. But she is also an artist, and had been
performing with different dance companies
for years – “a double life between a day
job and a night job,” as she describes it.
Having moved up the career ladder to the
point that she dealt more with spreadsheets
than designing anything, Clémence was
looking for a change. But her discovery of
the MA Computational Arts at Goldsmiths
came by chance. At a party she met
a composer who was on the course.
“She was explaining that she learned how to
program from scratch, while combining this
with her art practice. It never occurred to
me that I could actually learn those skills in
that short amount of time. That really
resonated with me. And a week later I had
quit my job and applied,” she says.
Clémence had previously been part of an
artistic collective with software engineers,
but the Masters gave her the space and skills
to fully explore the ways technology can be
used in her practice. Her work ‘Remote
Intimacy’ was a live performance between
London and New York where telepresence
was mixed with networked wearable
technology. She’s collaborated on a research
project with Goldsmiths, the University of La
Salle in Singapore, and Mavin Khoo, Creative
Associate of Akram Khan Dance Company,
that explores how motion capture
technology can enable virtual collaboration
between dancers in remote locations.
She’s also created Unwired Dance Theatre,
a company that makes remote connections
through immersive performances,
technology and audience participation.

‘

As well as allowing Clémence to bring
together the parallel parts of her life, the
Masters has led to a teaching position in
the computing department, and enabled
productive connections with other
practitioners. “Being at Goldsmiths gave
me an entry pass to have a lot of discussions
with other artists,” she explains. “Everyone
is coming from a professional experience,
which is really interesting to then bring all
those people together. I have close friends
and professional friends now for life that
I can go back to – that’s pretty amazing.”

It never occurred
to me that I
could actually
learn those skills
in that short
amount of time.
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Mix with inspirational people
Every day, chance conversations in seminars, over coffee,
or between library shelves can spark life-long friendships,
creative adventures or new enterprises. From inspiring
lecturers to innovative fellow students, you’ll find a
buzzing and energetic group of people who want to change
things for the better.
We’re proud to have a community of staff and students that
really values diversity. So whatever country or background
you come from, whatever gender you identify as, or
whatever your sexuality, you’ll be welcomed to the campus
and into the open-minded community.

Filling up your calendar
We have a fantastic public events programme that includes
thought-provoking talks, seminars, recitals, film
screenings, readings and exhibitions. You’ll find free events
taking place nearly every day on campus or online – a great
way for you to connect with contemporary issues, hear
new viewpoints, get inspired and network.

Making art accessible
Goldsmiths is home to a free gallery, sited at the heart of
our campus. It’s housed in a Victorian bathhouse given
new life by the architectural collective Assemble. The
Goldsmiths Centre for Contemporary Art builds on our
reputation for excellent art practice, providing an inspiring
source of creativity and debate for the public, students and
academics. Goldsmiths CCA hosts international artists,
projects and residencies (as well as a café offering coffee
and cake). Everyone is welcome.
goldsmithscca.art

Addressing the climate crisis
The climate emergency is one of the biggest threats our
society faces, and Goldsmiths is taking action to address its
impact. We have committed to cutting carbon use across
the institution, with the aim of becoming carbon neutral by
2025. All beef products have been removed from sale in
campus food outlets and a levy placed on bottled water,
and we have switched to a green energy supplier, meaning
that all electricity used on campus comes from 100%
renewable sources. The commitments were made by the
Warden of Goldsmiths, Professor Frances Corner OBE
(pictured left, in our allotment) following a staff and
student-led campaign calling for action.
gold.ac.uk/about/gnd
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Maurice
Breaking down barriers for himself and others
When most orchestras and musicians were
forced into silence by Covid-19, Maurice
found a way to put on a performance. The
student from Germany is studying for an
MA Arts Administration: Music Pathway,
and the pandemic was just another road
block to organising an event.
As part of the practical element of his
programme, Maurice had to work out
how to pull together musicians and an
audience. After earlier studying
musicology, Maurice chose the Masters
when he became interested in how to
engage audiences, and specifically ways to
take away the barriers from those who do
not normally engage with classical music.
“Concert halls are designed to put you
in a certain state of listening to music,
because if it’s really highly designed
acoustics, you have to look in a certain
direction, you cannot move around –
you’re very passive,” says Maurice.
“I wanted to do something else.”

‘

He decided to open up access and bring
a string quartet on to the College Green
at Goldsmiths for a picnic concert, which
also helped keep to the Covid rules of the
time. As well as taking away the physical
barriers, on publicity material he avoided
the usual terms that can put some people
off – “ensemble ABC plays piece XYZ”
– and concentrated instead on what
listeners would get from coming.

“If you don’t know what is being talked
about, if you cannot relate to that, how
are you supposed to know that it can be
meaningful for you? So, I tried to avoid this
language by primarily framing it through
the experience, which is about sitting in
the sunshine, eating cakes, and just
listening to good music.”
Maurice has found that the studying on the
Masters has helped him break down some
of his own barriers too.
“I often felt unable to push myself to
actually do things, but the most important
thing I’ve learned is not having to wait for
other people to give you permission.”
He says the interaction with those from
around the world on the course has
brought him valuable cultural insights.
And despite the differences in background,
he sees a similarity in the outlook of those
who come to Goldsmiths.
“Their perspectives strike me as more
engaging. It’s not that everyone’s political
position is the same – not at all. But I think
it’s more like the mindset of trying to make
things better, of trying to open up things
and make things more accessible.”
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Teacher training
With strong links to our partnership schools
and a supportive system of personal tutoring,
Goldsmiths offers excellent training for the
next generation of teachers
The preparation of teachers is central to the early
history of Goldsmiths (we’ve been preparing people
for the classroom since the early 1900s), and we
proudly continue this tradition. Building on these
strong foundations, we offer high-quality, researchbased teaching and ask fascinating questions about
education in the widest sense of the word.
We offer Primary and Secondary Initial Teacher
Training (ITT) programmes, and you can learn
full-time or part-time.
•
•

•

PGCE (Primary): Standard or with Modern
Languages or Mathematics
PGCE (Secondary) Standard Programme:
Art & Design, Biology, Chemistry, Design &
Technology, Drama, English, Mathematics, Media
Studies with English, Modern Languages, Physics
PGCE (Secondary) Part-time Programme:
Biology, Chemistry, Design & Technology,
English, Physics

Sachelle
Knows that one
teacher can make
the difference to
a child’s future
Watch Sachelle talk about the
Education department on our
YouTube channel
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I really enjoyed
Goldsmiths – the
atmosphere and
the lecturers...
I feel like it’s an
amazing place
to study.

Sachelle did her undergraduate degree
(BA Education, Culture and Society) at
Goldsmiths and knew it would be the
right choice for her teacher training.
“I really enjoyed the atmosphere and
the lecturers – so I felt there wouldn’t be
a better place. I love Goldsmiths. I feel it’s
an amazing place to study and I would
definitely 100% recommend it.”
The Department of Educational Studies
at Goldsmiths offers Masters and research
degrees, as well as teacher training. It is
proud to have a focus on social justice,
and also on preparing people to work in
an inner-city environment, with things like
decolonising the curriculum and anti-racist
practice woven through what it offers.
For Sachelle, one of the most valuable
aspects of teacher training at Goldsmiths
is that the people educating her are
grounded in their own experience of
being in the classroom, and in carrying
out research in schools.

“Having lecturers that are actually
researchers and have the level of
credentials that they do is key, because
they’re feeding as much as the textbooks
do... they’re feeding us knowledge-rich
information that they have actually
researched and investigated. How
incredible that we are being taught by
someone who has written all of these
amazing research articles!”
Sachelle grew up not far from Goldsmiths,
and plans to start her career in London.
After a few years, grounding herself in
the curriculum, she wants to follow her
passion for teaching children with Special
Educational Needs (SEN). She sometimes
struggled emotionally while at school, and
was inspired by one of her teachers
to work hard and fulfil her potential.
“I didn’t go to a very good school, but I just
had that one teacher that always stuck up
for me and said: ‘You can do this, you can
do better.’ And so here we are!”
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Masters degrees and PG
Diplomas and Certificates
These courses allow you to explore your passions or something
fresh. And we’ve broadened the options for studying at this level

Types of Masters
degrees we offer
MA – Master of Arts
MFA – Master of Fine Arts
MMus – Master of Music
MSc – Master of Science
MRes – Master of Research
Masters degrees are taught courses that often
culminate in a research project or dissertation, which
can form the basis for further study such as a PhD.
Some start a Masters degree directly after graduating
from their first degree, but many others return to
study at this level to progress in their job or to take
their career in a new direction. See p41 to read how
Caroline went back to uni to embrace a fresh start.

PGCerts and PGDips
If you are looking for a shorter postgraduate study
option, then a Postgraduate Certificate (PGCert) or
Postgraduate Diploma (PGDip) could be the perfect
choice. PGCert and PGDip programmes give you the
chance to engage with Masters-level thinking and
ideas but with less of a time commitment.
The wide range of subjects we offer at Goldsmiths
allows you to further your career or learn something
new in a flexible way that suits you.
gold.ac.uk/pg/pg-cert-pg-dip
The people studying
for Masters degrees
at Goldsmiths are
just as varied as the
programmes on offer
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Studying at Goldsmiths
was more than getting a
Masters for me – it was about
building lifelong friendships;
the growth that I have
experienced not only
professionally but personally;
and the faculty members
who not only assisted me
academically but are now my
mentors and friends for life.
––
Beenish, MA Human Rights,
Culture & Social Justice, 2020

Beenish went on to work for the Henna
Asian Women’s Group as a project
manager and volunteer coordinator

Through discourse held
with a wickedly smart
cohort and exceptional
supervisors, my world view
expanded greatly. This one
brief year enabled me to envision
and design a clearer future for
myself as a participatory arts
facilitator. And equally, I have
made lifelong friendships and
met people who have become
co-conspirators.
––
Abu, MA Applied Theatre, 2020

Abu is from Chicago and works as an
art facilitator, including collaborating
with those he met on the Masters

My favourite part of this Masters programme has been the opportunity
to apply our course learning to real-world problems, which has enabled
us to engage with both market leaders and industry professionals in
London. These experiences, coupled with highly interactive lectures
and a multicultural cohort, have been invaluable in nurturing my
business acumen, analytical thinking and interpersonal skills.
––
Mei, MSc Marketing & Technology, 2020

After 10 years of working
in the creative industries,
I wanted to develop certain
aspects of my personal
practice and perspectives
surrounding culture within
society. The course looked
broad and multidisciplinary but
delved deeper into fields of
academic understandings and
professional practices I hope
to incorporate into my career.
I have established some great
connections at Goldsmiths and
look forward to working with
them in the future.
––
Tommy, MA Cultural Policy,
Relations & Diplomacy, 2020

Photographer Tommy recently brought
together other image-makers for a zine
and charity exhibition in Peckham about
mass gatherings during the pandemic

Seven years ago, after
stepping outside this space,
I’ve become a more complete
version of myself (although we
never really arrive). I was able
to contextualise my inner
creative self in a more articulate
way, and, thanks to the constant
encouragement and support
of this institution, redefine myself
as an immigrant woman artist.
Although I left the physical
space, I carry it within me as
a seminal seed of change,
which still reverberates ripples
into my forever changing
creative identity.
––
Lavinia, MA Performance Making, 2013

Lavinia directs, writes and produces
films. Her 2019 film, ‘Acceptable
Damage’, was nominated for Best Action
at the National Film Awards UK
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Research degrees
With a world-class reputation for creativity and innovation,
and a focus on interdisciplinary collaboration, we can
provide you with a unique intellectual environment
Most of our academic
departments offer
research opportunities,
and we attract students
from all over the world
to study for an MPhil or
PhD. We are in the top
10 universities in the UK
for research intensity
(the Complete University
Guide, 2022) because
such a high proportion
of our academic staff are
carrying out research.
Being a researcher
at Goldsmiths is
a transformative
experience that
will prepare you
for leadership and
innovation in your
chosen field. We have
around 600 research
students, and community
and collaboration are
vital to the research
experience here.

The degree structure
You will have a main supervisor and a second supervisor.
During your first three months at Goldsmiths your
supervisors will help you draw up a research plan and
set detailed objectives for your first year. They will also
be available to offer advice and suggestions as the project
evolves, and you’ll receive regular one-to-one tutorials.
Throughout your programme you’ll progress with your
independent learning, but there are also lots of training
and professional development opportunities that you
can access. And each year you’ll complete an annual
progress report to reflect on how your research is
developing. You’ll be assessed on your thesis (which may
contain a practical component depending on your
research), and on an oral examination (viva voce).

Training opportunities
During your PhD you can undertake training to develop
your research skills. Some of this training will be through
your supervision, while some departments organise
discipline-specific seminars and training courses. In
addition, the Graduate School offers training in core
research methods, and many research students take the
PGCert in Learning and Teaching in Higher Education.

The Graduate School
The Graduate School acts as your advocate within
Goldsmiths, giving you advice and direction if you
need it, and providing dedicated research facilities
and training to make sure you’re well equipped for
the challenges of graduate research. It also offers funds
to enable you to attend conferences and/or conduct
research at other institutions, and to develop your
own conferences and events at Goldsmiths.
gold.ac.uk/graduate-school

Get in touch with a member of staff directly to discuss your options.
You can find contact details on each of our programme pages
gold.ac.uk/course-finder

Postgraduate programmes – 19

Jacqueline
& Jack

Looking after our health
and student wellbeing
Public health has never been more in the
spotlight, and PhD student Jacqueline is
working on research that can make a real
difference to people’s lives and the ways
services are delivered.
Jacqueline began her PhD in Psychology
looking at the behaviour of people from
different ethnic groups when they are
encouraged to be more active by health
professionals because they have a condition
like high blood pressure or cholesterol. She
wanted to know why some groups engage
more, when others do less, and to explore
the barriers to getting them moving.
But since 2020 Jacqueline has widened her
research. “Currently, I’m looking at how
those differences pan out within the
pandemic,” she explains. “The data tells us
that people of different ethnicities are usually
less physically active so was that playing a
part in people’s decisions or spurring them
on or holding them back?”
As well as studying for her doctorate, South
Londoner Jacqueline works full-time in
public health for a local authority, and so
she understands the importance of research
that can be put to work on the ground.
“We’re always looking for strategies to use, to
back up, to bolster, to encourage. So anything
that you can show someone and use as a
finding is a good thing… it’s useful to know
that what you’re doing has got a purpose.”

Jack has a greater understanding than most
about the stresses of being a research
student. He has just finished his doctorate
at Goldsmiths in which he researched our
sense of ‘agency’, and the effects on our
brain activity when this is under pressure.
“A PhD, by nature, is quite isolating because
to understand something to the level of detail
that you need, you have to isolate yourself.
You have to revise and research, and these
aren’t naturally social activities.”
While Jack studied, he worked as the rep in
the Department of Psychology, but also
made connections across the university-wide
community of researchers. “It’s really
interesting to see the diversity at Goldsmiths
– from political scientists to visual artists...
I ran events just for PhD students – to talk
about where were we different and where
we had the same struggles.”
The neuroscientist studied at other London
universities before he came to Goldsmiths,
and is enthusiastic about the benefits of
such a creative institution. “It’s a different
university experience... The campus is a
lovely environment, and maybe the number
of creative students makes it feel that way.
“One of the things that makes Goldsmiths
really nice is that it’s central to London but
you can still afford to live around it. And
you’ve got so many creative people – that
makes it feel like a real community.”
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Courses for
International students
We offer a range of preparation programmes – whether
you want to improve your English or develop your academic
skills ready for studying in a new country

Pre-Masters
Pathways
1 year full-time

Our Pre-Masters Pathway programmes
will prepare you for your future
postgraduate study in the UK, or act as a
conversion course if you’ve studied one
subject at undergraduate level but want
to change focus at postgraduate level.
They’re designed especially for
International students. You can focus
on a range of subjects:
•
•
•
•

Creative & Cultural Industries
Design
Media, Culture & Social Sciences
Music

You will also improve your study skills
and use of academic English — the
essential skills you will need to
successfully study a Masters degree.
On completion of the programme,
you will be awarded a Graduate
Diploma or Pre-Masters Certificate
and will be guaranteed a place on a
relevant Goldsmiths Masters if you
obtain an overall score of 50% or more.
Some progression routes are subject
to an interview.
gold.ac.uk/preparation

Graduate
Diploma in Art
1 year full-time

This programme is aimed at students
who are considering a Masters in the
Department of Art, but who need a year
to develop their artistic practice, as well
as their critical and academic English
language skills. It is a unique
programme that will integrate you into
the studio-based postgraduate

community in the Department of Art.
You will develop your academic writing,
listening and speaking. You will also
attend lectures and seminars in critical
studies, and will undertake self-directed
practice-based study. If you successfully
complete the Graduate Diploma (by
passing all elements and achieving an
average mark of 50% or above overall)
you will be guaranteed entry onto the
MFA Fine Art, MFA Curating, MA Artists’
Film and Moving Image or the MA Art
and Ecology.
gold.ac.uk/preparation/diploma-art

Pre-sessional
English language
programmes
6, 9 or 12 weeks full-time

These programmes are for International
students who have a place on a degree
at Goldsmiths who want or need to
improve their English language skills
before they begin. Programmes last
between 6 and 12 weeks (depending on
your level of English), and start from
June each year, preparing you for
studies beginning in the autumn.
We have rooms available in our halls
of residence for the duration of the
Pre-sessional courses.
You can apply directly from the
Goldsmiths website. The English
language requirements range from an
equivalent of IELTS 4.5 to 6.5; please
use the table opposite or visit our
website to find the right course for you.
gold.ac.uk/preparation/
pre-sessional-english-language
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Entry requirements for Pre-sessional programmes
Length and dates

Entry requirements

Fees for 2021–22

12 weeks full-time
13 June to
2 September 2022

You can join the 12-week programme if your
current overall UKVI IELTS score is 1.0 below
the requirement for the degree you’re joining
(unless the requirement is 5.0). The table
below indicates what this will be.

£4,500

9 weeks full-time
4 July to
2 September 2022

6 weeks full-time
25 July to
2 September 2022

Degree entry
requirement

Entry requirement for the
12-week programme

7.0

6.0 (with no individual
score lower than 4.5)

6.5

5.5 (with no individual
score lower than 4.5)

6.0

5.0 (with no individual
score lower than 4.5)

5.5

4.5 (with no individual
score lower than 4.5)

5.0

4.5 (with no individual
score lower than 4.5)

You can join the 9-week programme if your
current overall UKVI IELTS score is 0.5 below
the requirement for the degree you’re joining.
The table below indicates what this will be.
Degree entry
requirement

Entry requirement for the
9-week programme

7.0

6.5 (with no individual
score lower than 5.0)

6.5

6.0 (with no individual
score lower than 5.0)

6.0

5.5 (with no individual
score lower than 5.0)

You can join the 6-week programme if your
current overall UKVI IELTS score is 0.5 below
the requirement for the degree you’re joining.
There may also be a minimum writing skill
score requirement. The table below indicates
what this will be.
Degree entry
requirement

Entry requirement for the
6-week programme

7.0

6.5 (with a minimum of 6.5
in writing and no individual
score lower than 5.5)

6.5

6.0 (with a minimum of 6.0
in writing and no individual
score lower than 5.5)

6.0

5.5 (with no individual
score lower than 5.5)

£3,745

£2,742
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––
Steeped in history
and culture
Always offering
something new
Discover a great global city – home to people from all over
the world, and a hub for industry, politics and the arts
London is world famous
for its cultural life and
diversity. And it’s been
recognised as a fantastic
place to study – London
was voted the 2022 Best
Student City by QS*.
From incredible food
through to nightlife
that caters to every
possible taste, and from
the endless cultural
opportunities of galleries,
theatre and music
through to the tranquillity
of the Royal Parks, there
is plenty to keep you
entertained and inspired.
* topuniversities.com/
city-rankings/2022

Work and study
opportunities
Choosing to study in London is like opening the door
to thousands of opportunities. Whether it’s the wealth
of political and media organisations, the start-ups that
are shaping the future of computing or the diverse
cultural landscape that you want to tap into, the city
is bursting with chances to enrich your learning. This
could be through networking, placements or the
speakers who visit campus.
If you are keen to find work to support you during
your degree, London offers a wealth of part-time
opportunities that are possible to fit around your
studies and that can help develop your transferable
skills. Studying in London will also bring you closer
to the large organisations that influence Britain and
the world – whether you’re interested in working in
politics, the media, an NGO or the arts.
As a Goldsmiths student you have access to the
University of London facilities at Senate House and
seven specialist libraries, as well as research
opportunities in museums and other organisations.

I absolutely loved
London – it has an
incredible energy
and a DIY spirit, and
living in London
was incredibly
inspirational for my
writing and personal
development.
––

Tausif, MA Art & Politics

Borough
Bloomsbury
Camden
Chelsea
Kensington
Notting Hill
Pimlico
South Bank
Waterloo
Westminster
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Low-cost living
Being in London can be expensive if
you’re a tourist, but as a student you can
take advantage of lots of discounts and
money-saving options.
You can enter most of the major
museums and galleries without
spending a penny, and there are free
talks and exhibitions at places like the
Southbank Centre and Somerset House.
If you want to get out and enjoy some
art, there are magnificent murals
throughout the city, with lots to be
discovered in South and East London.
If you love to browse, the city’s markets
are numerous and varied. Check out
Columbia Road’s flowers in the east,
or explore the second-hand treasures
on Portobello Road in the west. Nearby
we have our own great markets,
including foodie paradise, Borough
Market, which is just 10 minutes from
Goldsmiths by train.
Don’t worry about noise or crowds in
the city – we are blessed with green
space throughout London. From urban
squares offering an elegant oasis to
hundreds of parks you can get lost in,
our open spaces bring true respite from
the fast pace of London life.
And when you are ready for some noisy
activity, London is home to many free
festivals throughout the year, including
Lambeth Country Show in Brixton,
Deptford X arts festival and the worldfamous Notting Hill Carnival.

The British Museum, Southbank Centre
and Tate Modern are all free to visit

Renan
Brazilian journalist found
the world was in London

Renan has travelled the world and studied in the USA and
Israel, but believes London offers something very special.
“The city is one of the most important in the world, and it’s
a place of connection of ideas, thinking and innovation,” he
says. “Since it is an international city, you can make friends
from everywhere on the globe.”
The South American graduated from the MA International
Relations in 2020, and now works for CNN in Brazil as an
international analyst. While he was at Goldsmiths, Renan
threw himself into everything the university had to offer.
He joined the Model United Nations, where he developed
his public speaking in English, and attended lots of visiting
speaker events, where he says he could have “first-hand
conversation with people in the front line of the most
pressing issues that the world is facing.”

I had first-hand
conversations
with people in
the front line
of the most
pressing issues
that the world
is facing.

The journalist also took a placement with an international
human rights organisation in the capital, where he said he
was able to put into practice what he was learning on the
Masters. “Overall, it made me a more prepared professional
of international relations and well-trained for future
challenges,” says Renan. “In the seminars, my lecturers often
pushed me to think beyond theories and academic analyses.
The teaching method of Goldsmiths shaped my analytical
thinking to see beyond the facts, interpret them, analyse
them, and deliver the context to my audience.”
Renan has been recognised as an inspiring figure, including
being nominated for the 2020 Most Influential People of
African Descent. He won a prestigious scholarship to come
to Goldsmiths, and believes his time here helped him move
forward with his ambitions. “I feel one step closer to my
career dream of working at the United Nations,” he says.
This enrichment of his life did not just apply to his career,
though. Renan looks back fondly at every aspect of his time
studying in London. “I enjoyed every single day that I spent
in London – learning history from its free museums, catching
up with friends in a local pub, relaxing in the parks, or
endless hours studying at the Library. Living in London
is a lifetime experience, and I gladly recommend it.”

King’s Cross
& St Pancras
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––
Avoid the tourist traps
Find the real London
Become part of the local community while you are a student
and discover the best of the city in the south and the east

New Cross
Goldsmiths is in New Cross, South East
London – a great place to have a real
experience of life in the capital.
It’s less than 10 minutes by train to
Central or East London – so it’s close
enough to easily access the landmarks
and nightlife of the bustling city thanks
to great transport links, but with plenty
going on locally to keep you entertained.
The area has a rich tradition of
creativity, and has been home to
musicians, artists and community
leaders for many years, as well as a large
and visible student population. You’ll
find a diverse range of restaurants, cafés
and shops nearby, including food from
around the world – the Caribbean,
China, Thailand, Hungary, India, Korea,
Lebanon and Turkey are all represented.
There’s also plenty of local nightlife,
including pubs, comedy venues and
some nearby clubs. Telegraph Hill Park
offers relaxing green space and amazing
views over London, especially at sunset.

I have many favourite aspects about
studying and living in South-East
London, but one of them was the
different parks, pubs, and restaurants
I was able to sit and work in while
enjoying food or a beer or just
being outside.
––

Maggie, MA Contemporary Art Theory

Brockley
Camberwell
Canada Water
Deptford
Forest Hill
Greenwich
Lewisham
Peckham
Shadwell
Shoreditch
Neighbourhoods
to explore nearby
Beyond New Cross there are fascinating
places in all directions, full of great parks,
markets, cafés, bars and shops, as well as
hidden gems you can begin to uncover
once you begin life as a Goldsmiths student.
Less than two miles east is Greenwich,
home to the National Maritime Museum,
the Cutty Sark and riverside walks. The
weekend markets and Royal Observatory
draw tourist crowds, but our students also
love it for a picturesque day out. Pack
a picnic and discover Greenwich Park.
If you travel west less than two miles you’ll
hit Peckham, a buzzing area that’s known
for its artistic community, multicultural
highstreet and rooftop cocktail bars.
It’s the kind of place you can visit an art
gallery during the day (award-winning
South London Gallery no less) and find
a game of pool and a kebab late at night.
South London is a place you don’t get to
know until you live or work there – and
everyone finds their own favourite places.
With the Overground running through New
Cross to East London, Goldsmiths students
have easy access to places like Shoreditch,
Hoxton and Dalston. These areas attract a
young, creative crowd who flock to its many
music and arts venues. There are late nights
out on offer throughout the week, with
many bars and clubs putting on events
especially for students.
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––
Big ideas
Cosy campus
From seminars to late-night library sessions, almost all our
teaching and support takes place on a single-site campus
The Goldsmiths campus
is a bustling place.
Wander through the
corridors and you’ll
hear theatre students
rehearsing, see art
students carrying work
from their studios, and
read flyers for the latest
events taking place
around campus. Its mix
of architecture styles rub
up against each other
and create a special
place, where different
experiences and ideas
are shared.

The Library
With areas for individual and group study,
a maker space, and an events programme, our
Library is very popular with students from all
subjects. You can access reading and audiovisual materials, but also go to workshops and
learn more about things like referencing and
research techniques. If you have any questions,
your subject librarian will be happy to help.

The Students’ Union
In the heart of the Goldsmiths campus sits the
Students’ Union (SU). It’s a place for all students at
the university to meet and relax. The organisation is
available to support and represent anyone who
needs it while they are studying.
Its services include:
•
•
•

Student-run societies and sports clubs
A café and a bar
Social events held during the day and evenings,
including club nights
•
Student-run media: a newspaper, magazine
and radio station
•
Campaigning on issues such as housing
and anti-racism on campus
•
A confidential, non-judgmental advice service
goldsmithssu.org

Deptford Town Hall Building
The Town Hall is one of the most historic buildings
on campus, but its iconography – including statues
representing naval figures associated with slavery
and Empire – proves contentious today. The Town
Hall was opened in 1905 by the former Borough of
Deptford, and was acquired by Goldsmiths in the late
1990s. Its symbolic decoration raises difficult
questions about how to deal with historic
celebrations of those who wielded imperial power,
subjugating other nations and enslaving their people.
A discussion over the future of the statues is taking
place including a public consultation focusing on the
views of local people, students, staff and alumni.
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Top spots around the Goldsmiths campus
The College Green

Our back field is the perfect place to play
sports or just meet friends on a sunny day.

Thirty Five

A stylish café at the heart of the campus.

First floor of the
Professor Stuart Hall Building
The mezzanine here offers comfy seating
and panoramic views of campus.

Goldsmiths Centre for
Contemporary Art (CCA)

Our own public gallery hosts exhibitions
and talks from world-class artists.

Cinema

This 101-seat cinema room is used to show
student work and to host screenings.

‘The Squiggle’

This landmark (left bottom) is a two-storey
metal sculpture on top of the Ben Pimlott
Building that dominates the skyline.

The Refectory

Catch up with friends for lunch in our foodcourt-style canteen. From roasts to wraps,
there’s lots of choice to keep everyone happy.

St James Hatcham

A former church (left top) that holds student
exhibitions and creative computing labs.

Peak Street

This vegan café serves hot and cold food
in a spectacular light-filled atrium.

Anthropology Garden

A peaceful spot that includes an allotment
where students grow fruit and vegetables.

32 – Departmental facilities

––
From dark rooms,
to ‘tickling lights’
We have the kit to
support your studies
Many of our departments boast industry-standard equipment and
dedicated spaces so you can develop your skills and creative practice
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Art
All art students have their own studio
space for the entire length of their degree.
The Department of Art has many specialist
practice areas that complement traditional
art disciplines: casting; woodwork; metal;
ceramics; constructed textiles; fine art
printmaking; graphics and time-based
media; photography; print and dye; stitch
and fabric and 3D printing. Each practice
area is staffed with experienced
technicians to support students.

Computing
The digital fabrication and physical
computing labs are housed in a converted
19th-century church. They have been
equipped to mimic a modern commercial
digital studio. There is also a sonics
immersive media laboratory, with
industry-standard sound, lighting and
video technologies, and a motion-capture
suite for explorations with virtual reality.

Design
The Department of Design has its own
dedicated practice labs, staffed by
experienced and supportive tutors.
Labs include: a ceramics area; moulding
and casting workshop; wood workshop;
plastic fabrication lab; textiles lab, with
facilities for sewing, digital embroidery,
screen printing and vinyl cutting; metal
workshop; digital fabrication lab, including
laser cutting, 3D printing, scanning and
CNC routing/milling machinery.

Media, Communications
& Cultural Studies
Teaching for this subject is primarily in the
purpose-built Professor Stuart Hall Building.
For those learning practical skills there are
radio and television studios, photography
studios, ENPS facilities, darkrooms and
production rooms. Students also have access
to a range of digital video and audio editing
equipment including animation and image
manipulation software and hardware.

Music
The Department of Music benefits from suites
of practice rooms and a recital hall complete
with a Steinway Model D concert piano.
Goldsmiths Music Studios (see p34–35) has
three large recording spaces with variable
acoustics and a control room with 48-channel
vintage Calrec console. The Electronic Music
Studio has a suite of working areas including
six studios and a live room.

Psychology
The department’s range of research requires
specialist equipment, such as EEGs,
brain-stimulation suites and eye-tracking
technology. The InfantLab, which studies
the cognitive development of babies and
children, uses Infant EEG and ‘tickling light’
tactile sensors along with other equipment to
help understand young childhood behaviour.

Theatre &
Performance
Dedicated facilities include six studios, and
costume and scenography workshops. Our
George Wood Theatre recently had a multimillion-pound refurbishment, and holds
flexible seating for up to 140, plus industrystandard lighting and sound equipment.
The department also has a media lab with
a bespoke recording booth and video-editing
and sound-editing facilities.
Take a look around our facilities using the
Goldsmiths Virtual Tour, which includes
360-degree images, at virtualtours.gold.ac.uk

34 – Departmental facilities

Scott

Accessing all
opportunities
on campus
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Scott’s favourite places on campus are the
music rehearsal rooms and the Goldsmiths
Music Studio (GMS). The drummer from
Scotland came to Goldsmiths for his BA
and has stayed for his Masters, knowing it
gives him the optimum chance to access
the ideas, people and facilities he needs.
“I’m doing the MMus Creative Practice –
it’s been a very good decision because one
of the reasons I did it was to keep use of
the recording studios and the rehearsal
rooms, and be tied to an institution.”
The Creative Practice Masters at
Goldsmiths is a flexible degree that allows
students to explore their practice and also
learn about areas like music management.
Scott used the expertise he gained during
a project-based management module to
help him work through what was
happening to his band while they were
signing to a record label.
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“It definitely made me keep an analytical
way of thinking,” he says. “My whole
project was about how we were
approaching that, what strategy we were
using to get the attention of these people,
why we needed the attention of these
people, what they could do for us.”
Scott’s band, Kyoto Kyoto, has now signed
a deal with a small record company and is,
in his words, ‘rinsing’ the rehearsal
opportunities at Goldsmiths. When using
the industry-standard recording
equipment in the GMS, one of the benefits
for Scott are the people that give technical
support and their expertise.
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“The GMS is great because there’s
always one or two people in the office and
they’re all really chill. And if you’re
recording something in the main studio
and you need a hand with anything you
can just pop upstairs and they will come
down and have a look. There’s always
someone on hand... and they’re all
industry professionals.”
Scott’s now working hard to develop his
band and make full use of the connections
and opportunities that Goldsmiths has
given him. “There’s no rest for the wicked!”

There’s always
someone
on hand...
and they’re
all industry
professionals.
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––
Begin on your career path
While you’re still studying
We want to help you prepare for life after you leave, whether you
want to study further, work for others or start your own venture

Open doors for
your career

Build your
own business

The collaborative nature of our campus
experience, our strong industry links,
and the support we offer our students
and staff means your time at Goldsmiths
will help you to achieve your aspirations.
Our graduates go on to do amazing
things across many industries. From
filmmakers to entrepreneurs, art
therapists to journalists, musicians
to teachers and social workers –
our alumni are changing the face of
British culture and making a real
difference in our society.

Many Goldsmiths graduates go on to
work for themselves – as freelancers,
social entrepreneurs or by having a
great commercial idea. Goldsmiths
encourages this enterprising spirit,
fostering an environment of discovery,
where students can cross disciplines,
so that they can leave confident when
trying new avenues and opportunities.

Read about how Javier’s Masters
prepared him for his work at the
European Parliament on p37.

Careers advice
from experts
We have a very active Careers team at
Goldsmiths who are focused on helping
you gain skills and new experiences as
well as offering you expert advice. You
can access support including one-to-one
appointments with careers consultants,
skills webinars, CV checks, and practice
interviews, and there are resources to
help you search and apply for jobs.
gold.ac.uk/careers

The Careers team offers practical
webinars, enterprise competitions
and grants, one-to-one advice and
entry to enterprise networks, so you
can test out your business ideas and
meet like-minded people.
Goldsmiths also runs SYNAPSE, a
series of workshops and business
development support for students
to explore entrepreneurial tools.
gold.ac.uk/icce/synapse
Through the Careers Service you
can also complete The Gold Award,
a programme designed to help you
identify your skills, develop new
ones and gain experiences through
co-curricular activities.
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Goldsmiths is a
place where the
only limits are
self-imposed.

Javier
Masters took him to
the heart of Europe

For Javier, applying for the MA Political
Communications at Goldsmiths was a
straightforward decision. “I was convinced it
would take my career to the next level. And it
certainly did. Not only by helping me get my
dream job, but also by incubating the critical,
open-minded, internationally inspired
principles that drive my daily work.”
Javier finished the Masters in 2013 and so
started his career in the midst of an economic
crisis. Although this brought concerns about
the future, the positive atmosphere at
Goldsmiths helped him look at this as a
challenge rather than a barrier. “Goldsmiths
is a place where the only limits are selfimposed. The campus – an ever-inspiring
and arty place – empowers students to create,
think and grow their own ideas.”
He says that he learned from a determined
and proactive group of academics who passed
on to him that political communications
should be intrinsically linked to a professional
commitment to inform and warn the public
about ongoing injustices and inequalities.

Javier’s research for his dissertation led him
to his first job in the European Parliament in
2014. Doing political communications at the
European Union level was a fascinating
challenge for the new graduate, but he says he
felt, from the very first day, motivated and well
prepared for the task ahead.
He is now head of communications of the
Spanish liberal delegation in the parliament,
leading a team that delivers press and digital
communications impacts for seven MEPs.
“Over the past seven years in Brussels, I have
worked designing and implementing creative
campaigns and public actions, which have
been recognised by many as fresh, innovative
and ground-breaking.”
Javier is certain that his Masters helped
prepare him for the job. “I cannot recommend
Goldsmiths enough. It will enrich you from
a professional, cultural and civic perspective.
The university enables you to critically
understand and interact with this everchanging, media-dominated world.”
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Get out into
the workplace
Many of our programmes
offer the opportunity to
take an industry placement.
These are a fantastic way to
develop skills and build a
network of useful contacts.
We also set up a variety of
internships: on campus,
in research, in small
businesses and in start-ups.
Even if you don’t take a
placement or internship,
we run regular careers
fairs, networking events
and industry panels
where you can hear from
professionals working in
a variety of sectors.
Read about how our MA
Anthropology and Museum
Practice is built on industry
links with a local
organisation in south
London in Dean’s story.

Dean

Hands-on experience at the Horniman
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We’re being
taught by
people who
work there
day-in day-out.

Not many Masters can take
you from the classroom to
give you practical experience
of handling precious museum
items. But Goldsmiths has a
partnership with a local gem,
the Horniman Museum and
Gardens, that gives invaluable
access to objects and experts.
Dean’s interest in museums
began while he was studying
political science as an
undergrad. Investigating
ethical questions surrounding
human remains that are held
by museums sparked an
interest in the organisations
and how they work.
When looking for a Masters,
Goldsmiths really stood out.
“I wanted to keep learning
and writing about museums.
When I was looking at
museums-related courses,
Goldsmiths’ had a good
practical side. And having

that kind of partnership with
the Horniman Museum was
really cool.”
The Horniman Museum is
in Forest Hill, just a couple
of miles from the Goldsmiths
campus. It holds a massive
and very varied collection –
from stuffed animals to
ceremonial masks.
The MA Anthropology
and Museum Practice offers
students the theoretical
anthropology element
but also teaches them the
practical skills they need
to get a job in the field.
“There’s one module
that’s based entirely at the
Horniman – in the museum,
and also in the museum
stores, which is really
exciting,” explains Dean.
“In the stores we did packing
and handling, and learned

how to safely transport
museum objects. We also got
a chance to see what it’s like
to work in a store. We’re
being taught by people who
work there day-in day-out, so
that was a really great insight
into how a museum works.”
Dean says he would love to
eventually work in exhibition
and events development, but
knows that for now it is best
to keep his options open.
“I don’t want to specialise in
collections or interpretation
or learning yet – I have the
option to have quite a diverse
range of skills through the
course. I think that’s the best
thing for looking for jobs.”
The Masters is being taught
by those who are doing the
job Dean would like, and has
given him connections he
can call upon in the future.

40 – Returning to study

––
A solid foundation
For an adaptable mindset
Returning to education after working or caring for others
can be daunting, but the change can bring huge rewards

Course structure
At Goldsmiths we offer a variety of
postgraduate programmes and study
modes. There’s lots of opportunity
to pick something that works for you,
whether that’s studying part-time, or
taking on a shorter course, such as a
Postgraduate Certificate or Diploma.
See p16–17

Ways you can step
back into studying
Before coming to university, why not get
an insight into your subject and the
study experience at little or no cost:
•

Academic support
If you’ve not stepped into a seminar
room for a few years, you may be
concerned about your research and
essay-writing skills. At Goldsmiths there
is lots of support available. During
Welcome Week there are inductions
from your academic department, the
Library and other facilities. Then while
you study you can access regular
workshops led by study skills tutors,
academics or subject librarians. There’s
more information about the other
support that’s available on p42–43.

•

•

•

The course and the
tutors encouraged me
to be entrepreneurial, to do my
own thing and not rely on others
to create opportunities for me.
They encouraged me to see my
prior training and experience as
a lawyer as a complement to,
rather than diversion from, my
work as a curator.
––

Alana, MFA Curating

•

Attend free public events like
lectures, book launches, panel
discussions and exhibitions.
Goldsmiths has an extensive public
events series (gold.ac.uk/events), as
do places like the Wellcome
Collection (wellcomecollection.org)
and the V&A Museum
(vam.ac.uk/whatson).
Websites like The Conversation
provide in-depth analysis from
academics and PhD students writing
about their research areas, and are a
good way to access topical issues:
theconversation.com/uk
Platforms like FutureLearn offer
hundreds of free online courses
from specialist organisations –
a great way to start exploring a
subject you’re interested in:
futurelearn.com
Goldsmiths offers reasonably priced
short courses on topics including
the arts, business and innovation,
creative writing, film, music and
politics. Taking a short course can
give you a flavour of a subject area
or insight into a particular
academic, and can get you into the
habit of doing regular assignments.
gold.ac.uk/short-courses
Attend a Goldsmiths Postgraduate
Open Event to find out more about
life as a postgraduate.
gold.ac.uk/open-days
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Now I’ve got
a prestigious degree
under my belt, and
I’ve also got all
these connections.

Caroline
Invested in herself to switch career

Less than 10 years after graduating, Caroline
found herself in a career in retail management
that left her feeling overstretched and
unfulfilled. “There was a lot of pressure on
me to make money and make the brand
successful. And I just knew that it was taking
away from the person who I wanted to be.”
Caroline wanted to run events – she had a
talent for organising things, and felt she would
thrive in a job where she could be creative and
collaborative. But when working out how to
make the switch, Caroline was advised she’d
either have to start in the industry from the
bottom, or return to study.
“I definitely wanted to go back,” she says.
“I was just so excited to do it because the time
when I was doing my undergrad degree was
just so liberating. It’s so much fun to be in
university – the people that you meet and the
things that you learn.”
Caroline chose Goldsmiths because of its
location and its reputation for creativity.
The MA Events and Experience Management
gave her access to leading academics, many
of whom carry out research in this relatively
new field, as well as impressive visiting
speakers brought in to share real-world
insight and encourage networking.
When on the course, she noticed a real
difference between the students who had

come straight from their first degree compared
to those who had worked before joining the
MA, and that they enriched the course further
by bringing their life experience with them.
She embraced all the opportunities she could
while she studied, accessing seminars and
support from the Careers Service as much as
possible. She and some friends on the course
applied for some funds from Goldsmiths and
set up a company, and began running events
on campus and in Peckham.
“It was such hard work, but it was really good.
We did everything. We did the fundraising;
gathered the artists; did the marketing;
organised the instruments... And there were
just three of us!”
It gave them invaluable experience that
Caroline could take with her when looking
for work after graduating, but also strong
friendships – she now lives in London with
one of the friends she met on the course.
So overall, is she glad she took the plunge to
return to study after being out of education?
“If I didn’t do my Masters, it would be really
hard... working from the bottom, just going out
and trying to network and getting my face in
front of people who might give me the
chance,” she says. “Whereas now I’ve got
a prestigious degree under my belt, and I’ve
also got all these connections.”
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Supporting you
To elevate yourself
We’re here to give you the help and guidance you need –
from the time you arrive until after graduation
We’ve invested in support
services so that you
can access help if you
need it while you are
a student. As well as
academic guidance from
your department, there
are these professional
services available.

The Student Centre
Access help with all aspects of being a student
at Goldsmiths – whether that’s enrolment,
fees, housing advice, general advice or
assessments. Through the Student Centre you
can also access the Wellbeing Service, a team
of specialist practitioners who offer a daily
drop-in service and appointments to assist
you with any challenges you may face while
studying at Goldsmiths, including advice and
support if you’re experiencing personal,
emotional or mental health issues. The team
offers a free and confidential Counselling
Service led by a team of qualified therapists.

Disability Service
If you have a disability, long-term medical or
mental health condition, or specific learning
difficulty such as dyslexia, the Disability
Service can help arrange any reasonable
adjustments, equipment or support you
need to study effectively.

Workshops and
support groups
Want to find your voice in groups and
seminars? Keen to learn more about
mindfulness? We run workshops and support
groups where you can explore any concerns
you have, and build your skills and resilience.

Academic skills support
We run workshops and one-to-one sessions
designed to develop your academic and
information literacy in all areas of study,
including essay writing, presentation skills,
researching, exam revision, dissertation
planning, and time management.
gold.ac.uk/asc
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Developing your
English language skills
We offer in-sessional academic language
development courses to help you improve
your English language skills related to your
area of study, and improve your understanding
of the conventions of academic writing and
presentation style.

Immigration Advisory
Service (IAS)
The IAS provides help and advice to all new
and existing International students, from help
with applying for your visa to advice about
working during or after your studies. The
expert advisers can also help if you have any
problems with your visa during your studies.

Multi-Faith Chaplaincy
There’s a Chaplaincy Centre on campus where
anyone is welcome to drop in during opening
hours to meet with a chaplain, have a cup of
tea, or just be in a quiet space. The Chaplaincy
is a multi-faith team available for everyone,
regardless of religious beliefs or practices.
We also have a prayer room on campus, as well
as several relaxation and mindfulness spaces.

Out-of-hours support
Our Campus Support Officers are available
from 6pm to 6am weeknights and 24 hours at
the weekends. Whether you’re stressing over
an essay, have concerns about a friend, or
you’re just having ‘one of those days’, you
can drop by for a cup of tea and a chat.

Alumni benefits

Find out more about
Goldsmiths’ support services:
gold.ac.uk/support

As a Goldsmiths alumnus you’ll join a creative
and collaborative community of 75,000 former
students, spanning around 140 countries. This
rich network can provide opportunities for
collaboration via Goldsmiths Connect, and
there are also reunion events and alumni
groups you can join, as well as other ways to
stay in touch. As a former student you will also
continue to receive free professional careers
advice and access to the Library for free for
three years after you’ve left Goldsmiths.
gold.ac.uk/alumni/connect
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Types of financial
support for postgrads
As a postgraduate student there are several
types of funding that may be available to
you. Give yourself time to investigate what
you are eligible to receive.

From Goldsmiths

We offer a range of Goldsmiths-wide
scholarships, bursaries and fee waivers
that can provide financial assistance for
study at postgraduate level. Some academic
departments also offer their own subjectspecific funding for prospective students.
Use our Scholarship Finder to see what
you may be able to access.
gold.ac.uk/fees-funding/scholarships

From external sources

Charities, trusts and professional bodies
sometimes offer funding that you can apply
for before and during your studies.
Search online or use websites like
postgraduatesearch.com/funding
and thescholarshiphub.org.uk

From the UK government

A Postgraduate Master’s Loan can help with
course fees and living costs while you study
a Masters degree. The loans were up to
£11,570 in 2021. Postgraduate Doctoral
Loans are for those starting a PhD and are
to help with course fees and living costs.
For 2021 the amount available was £27,265.
gov.uk/funding-for-postgraduate-study

From research councils

We’ve been successful in securing multimillion-pound funding for PhDs in the
arts and humanities, computing, creative
industries and the social sciences, through
our involvement in several doctoral training
centres and consortiums.
gold.ac.uk/studentships

International
students
We offer a range of scholarships,
bursaries and fee waivers that can
provide financial assistance for study at
postgraduate level. Use our Scholarships
Finder to see what you may be eligible
for at gold.ac.uk/fees-funding/scholarships

Country-specific
funding
Your home country may offer
scholarships or special funding. Popular
opportunities include Chevening,
Commonwealth Scholarship Commission
(CSC), and Fulbright Commission
scholarships. Contact your Ministry of
Education or local British Council office,
British High Commission or embassy for
information about sources of funding. Or
find more information on our website.
gold.ac.uk/international/regions

Federal loans for
North Americans
For eligible students from the US, we
are approved by the US Department of
Education to offer federal loans. If you
wish to be considered, you should
complete the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and list
Goldsmiths as a college to receive the
results of your FAFSA. Our Federal
School Code is G11765. You can find out
more on our website.
gold.ac.uk/students/fee-support/usastudent-funding/federaldirectloans
Canadian students are also able to use
their government loans. Goldsmiths is
registered to certify national and
provincial loans and grants.
gold.ac.uk/international/regions/canada
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For many students, like Amy, the most
inspirational thing about coming to
Goldsmiths is the people who teach
them and who they study alongside.
When Amy arrived at Goldsmiths, she
didn’t have a grand plan for life. “I knew
I wanted to do a creative degree…
I didn’t do a foundation – I just wanted
to move out and go to a big city!”

Amy
Help with fees
and from staff made
her MA possible

I always felt that
at Goldsmiths
someone was there
to listen, and that
I could ask them for
advice and for help
with anything.

Amy came to London from near
Wigan to join the Department of Design
because its undergraduate degree
offered the chance to try out a range
of media and disciplines. She realised
during her second year that she had a
passion and talent for telling people’s
stories. And after making the
documentary ‘If I Get Like That Just
Shoot Me’ (nominated for the 2020
Oxford International Short Film Festival)
about caregiving and her own family,
she hoped she could pursue a
filmmaking degree at postgraduate level.
“At first I wasn’t sure whether doing
a Masters was financially feasible. But
I applied and I got a partial fee waiver,
and that made the year financially viable
for me… and it made me a bit more
respectful and aware that there are
procedures in place at unis to help
you get in and help you further.”
Goldsmiths’ MA Filmmaking (Screen
Documentary) gave Amy the right
environment to find her own voice.
She says the fact the course included
students from a huge variety of
backgrounds, and the way sharing and
critiquing of work was built into it, gave
her valuable insights. But the most
important contribution for Amy was
from the staff. “I always felt that at
Goldsmiths someone was there to listen,
and that I could ask them for advice and
for help with anything.”
This has inspired Amy to work in
education herself. “I would love to work
within the creative arts in education,”
she says. “The tutors, the administrative
staff, the technical tutors – they’ve all
helped me so much, and I’ve really
thrived in that environment. So, I would
really love to be in a classroom where
I can also help young people.”
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If you move to university
Feel like you’re at home
Whether you want to live in our halls of residence
or elsewhere, we have teams in place to support you
Studying in an exciting
city like London is an
unbeatable experience.
And it’s even better when
you know you’re living
somewhere convenient,
safe and affordable.
We have a range of
accommodation options
– whether you prefer
halls of residence on
or near campus, or
more independent living
that lets you mix with
a wider London student
population. Our Campus
Support Officers and
Residence Life team help
ensure that, whether
you’re living in halls or at
home, everyone can get
involved in our lively and
friendly community.

Halls of residence
There are just over 1,200 rooms available in our
halls of residence – either around New Cross,
or a short train or bus ride away, enabling you
to live in different areas of London.
Our accommodation is self-catered, and usually
made up of single en suite bedrooms within
shared flats. Some studio flats and accommodation
for couples (if both people are full-time students)
are also available. Halls of residence are either
managed by Goldsmiths or in partnership with
a private provider.
Your rent covers all electricity, water and heating
bills, basic possessions insurance and internet
access. For 2021-22, weekly rent in rooms available
to postgraduates started at £152 per week. All
residents have access to out-of-hours support via
our Campus Support team, helping provide
a friendly and welcoming living environment.
We guarantee an offer of a place in halls to all
International students in their first year, as long as
applications are made by the advertised deadlines.
On pages 4–5 you can view the locations of our
closest halls of residence. Look around them all at
gold.ac.uk/accommodation/halls

Privately rented homes
If you’re keen to maintain your independence,
renting privately can be a good option because
you can decide where to live and who you share
with. New Cross is a transport hub, so if you
decide to rent here you’ll not only be close to
campus but also well connected to other parts of
the capital. Many Goldsmiths students rent
together in areas nearby – with popular spots
being Camberwell, Peckham and Brockley.
Visit our website for advice on renting privately.
gold.ac.uk/accommodation/private
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Chloé
& Linda
Students supporting students in halls
Postgraduate students Chloé and Linda are
Residence Experience Coordinators, part
of the Goldsmiths Residence Life team.
They work across our halls of residence.
“As well as putting on events, we make
sure that we create a nice environment
that is safe and comfortable for everyone
to be in, and where there is always
someone to go to if residents need to
talk to someone,” explains Chloé.
Linda says that they try to offer a range
of events so that there is something that
will suit everyone.
“We have games and activities for students
to help them get to know each other. And
then we have events that are more passive,
and it’s more like watching a movie or
maybe doing a craft. We’ve teamed up

with societies as well. So, we did
something with the Knitting Society and
an event with the Jazz Improv Society –
that went really well. And we organised
an art exhibition where students could
showcase their work.”
Chloé and Linda are studying for Masters
degrees at Goldsmiths, and both took their
first degrees at Goldsmiths and lived in
halls. They agree that having had this
experience themselves means they’re
now better able to support students.
“We’re that go-between – between the
people in the accommodation office and
the students. It’s good, the fact that we’re
also students, because they can relate to
us in a much simpler way,” says Linda.
“And we can relate to them!” adds Chloé.
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What next?
Find out more
You can read in-depth information
about all of our postgraduate
programmes on our website. Go to
gold.ac.uk/pg/a-z for the full listing.
On each programme page you’ll find the
contact details of a member of staff who
can answer any specific questions you
have about what you’ll study.
There are lots of other ways to get in
touch if you have more general
enquiries, or you want to chat to one
of our students or staff about life at
Goldsmiths. Go to gold.ac.uk/pg/contact
Join us for an Open Day or Open
Evening to find out more about studying
at Goldsmiths. It’s a great way to get a
‘feel’ for the university and meet some
of the academic and support staff that
make Goldsmiths such a special place.
The next events are listed on
gold.ac.uk/open-days

Apply
We accept applications from October for
students wanting to start in the
following academic year. For the
majority of our postgraduate
programmes you apply directly to
Goldsmiths using our online application
system. The exceptions are MA Social
Work (you apply through UCAS) and
PGCEs (from autumn 2021 you apply
through the Department for Education).

Fees
We publish the tuition fees for 2022
entry in autumn 2021, and you can
check programme pages on our website
for the latest information.
As a guide, we’ve listed the 2021 entry
fees below. These show the typical
ranges of tuition fees for full-time
students. They are quoted per year and
are subject to annual review; please note
that they were correct at the time of
printing but may be subject to change.

Home students
PGCEs

£9,250

MAs, MScs, MMus
and MFAs

£5,990 – £8,990

PG Diplomas

£5,990 – £8,990

PG Certificates
(part-time)

£3,000 – £4,105

MRes programmes

£7,320 – £8,990

MPhil/PhD
programmes

£4,500

International students
(including those from the EU)
PGCEs

£17,370

MAs, MScs, MMus
and MFAs

£15,360 – £ 24,820

PG Diplomas

£11,840 – £16,121

Visit gold.ac.uk/pg/apply for
comprehensive instructions and
advice on how to apply.

PG Certificates
(part-time)

£5,920

MRes programmes

£15,360 – £19,660

Some programmes have particular
application requirements or procedures,
so please check the relevant programme
page too. Search the programme list at
gold.ac.uk/course-finder

MPhil/PhD
programmes

£15,360 – £21,180

Pre-Masters
Pathways

£14,600 – 15,480

Pre-sessionals

See p21

After you’ve submitted your application,
it will be reviewed by our staff. You may
also be invited to an interview (either in
person or virtually).
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Entry requirements
Our minimum entry requirements are
outlined below. For entry to some
degrees you will need higher grades, or
you might be asked to meet further
requirements, such as providing a
portfolio, or completing work
experience or fitness to train criteria.
You might also be considered for some
programmes if you aren’t a graduate but
have relevant experience and can show
that you have the ability to work at
postgraduate level. You should check
online programme pages for the most
up-to-date entry requirements.

Minimum entry requirements
Teacher training programmes:
An undergraduate honours degree,
(usually a 2:1 or above for PGCE Primary
and 2:2 or above for PGCE Secondary)
from a UK university. There are other
criteria such as GCSEs and fitness to
train requirements, which are listed at
gold.ac.uk/pgce/apply/entry-requirements
Masters degrees and Postgraduate
Certificates and Diplomas:
You should normally have (or expect to
be awarded) an undergraduate degree
of at least 2:1 in a relevant subject.
MRes programmes:
You should normally have (or expect to
be awarded) an undergraduate degree
of at least 2:1 in a relevant subject.
MPhil/PhD programmes:
You should normally have (or expect to
be awarded) a taught Masters in a
relevant subject.
Pre-sessionals:
Depending on your level of English
(IELTS) you will be advised to join either
the six-week, nine-week or 12-week
programme. Full details are on our
website at explore.gold/pre-sessionalEL
Pre-Masters pathways:
You should normally have (or expect to
be awarded) an undergraduate degree
of at least 2:1 in a relevant subject, plus
IELTS 5.5 overall with no component
under 5.5.

International
qualifications
We accept a wide range of international
qualifications. You can find out more
these at gold.ac.uk/international/regions

English language requirements
If English isn’t your first language,
you’ll need to meet our English
language requirements to study with
us. We accept a wide range of
proficiency qualifications but prefer
IELTS. As a guide, you need a minimum
score of 6.5 in IELTS (with a minimum
of 6.5 in the written test) to study our
degree programmes. However, some
of our programmes require a higher
IELTS score.
You’ll need to show us electronic copies
of your English language test score
certificate before you arrive, and your
original at enrolment. The certificate
must be issued within two years of
your course start date.
If you don’t yet meet the English
language requirements to study a
postgraduate degree, or if you’d like
to take a course that prepares you for
higher level study in the UK, we offer
a range of specialist programmes for
International students – see p20–21
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Equality
and diversity
Goldsmiths is passionate about
advancing equality and celebrating
diversity. You can find out more at
gold.ac.uk/equality-diversity

Disclaimer
We have made every effort to ensure the
content of this publication is up to date
as of October 2021. If you receive an
offer to study with us, you will be sent a
set of terms and conditions governing
our relationship with you. This includes
things like what happens if the
information we’ve already provided to
you changes. Goldsmiths does not
accept liability for the accuracy or
reliability of any information contained
within third-party publications/websites
referred to or signposted to in this
publication.
You can read our most up-to-date
disclaimer at gold.ac.uk/disclaimer
© Goldsmiths, University of London
2021
The copyright in these pages belongs to
Goldsmiths, University of London, and
all rights are reserved.
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Term dates
Autumn term:
26 September – 16 December 2022
Spring term:
16 January – 31 March 2023
Summer term:
2 May – 29 September 2023
Check the latest information at
gold.ac.uk/term-dates

Postgraduate Open Week
22 – 26 November 2021
See the dates for upcoming events at
gold.ac.uk/open-days

Find out more about
studying at Goldsmiths
Check gold.ac.uk/course-finder
for further information about our degrees.
You can also get in touch with our Enquiries
team:
+44 (0)20 7078 5300
course-info@gold.ac.uk
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